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EPIS'T L Ml 
& TO THE - nl 


Chriſtian and Candid Reader 
More Eſpecially ] 


Þ That FLOCK over which the Holy Gho 
| hath made me Overſeer. ' 
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Dear Friends, - 


F O D hath been pleaſed Graciouſly to jrnilsy 
R ( upon his -poor People in this Nation, inf 
putting it into the Hearts of our Ruler# 
to Indulge them in thoſe ſmaller things, 

4 ybich they could not Comfortably Conforn 

g'o. It will, 1 doubt not, be an Eternal Honour 
42 our Preſent Soveraign the Beſt of Kings ; ( 05 
4”bom the Eyes of all the Proteſtant Churches 
9-14 States are Fixed, with Great ExpettationsYi 
$49 to our Honourable Patriots who Setled. th 
erty by a Law, 
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" The Epiſtle Dedicatory/M 


E Surety now it behoves us to carr 'y it Ky ., 
Duty and Reſpett to the Preſent Governmay 
wa not lize Wanton Children, Scratch the Bra 
a * g1ves us Milk, 
Tis indeed but t99 exident, that ſome, if w 
7 Þ-drfgnins 7 ha weak and unthinki ng Me, 
make wt an ul uſe of the Preſent Liberty, "brag 
unſound DPotrines, and are puilty of 
"a and Ungofpe!-Pratices ;. Indeed * 
Tay - into theſe Pr wifes, out of Deſign (a 
to be fear'd fone do) to weaken the Difſſextn 
Intereſt, and provoke the Recall of whr Ling 
[ leave them to be dealt with in another mane, 
paving no hope of doing then ary good ; 4 
ut Proteſta its in MM aſqueraae. 
But fuck as miſc, wry throuzh Weakneſs, orl 
Porance, though f91 netimes they may att 0. 
e/7on well, of theſe there tis hope e; and for thi 


then 


mea! 


be part, the following Tract conceraing a Golpth 


Church is deſignd, It would be much far tk 
EF 6EACC and Good of FCS Tis, 1412 So8:eties if Joly 
Friſian word mind their on Hearts multty 

and take care to get a Scheme of rr, lot Prines 
Yer, to be well acquainted with Fundam cnc 
Religion , tor, Flow many imiy we meet with," 
bave winys to fiy in Airy Notions, talk mud 
Communion th Go A, and 1 beir great Experich 
Ss, 11042 Un) are my I rnoront in the Plat 
emo; les of feltgion. 

3s Right KA 1101; eu'g of the NN att a Gos 
Qcl Church, world tend much to 14% Saif 

s kuow their places, and wha; God requires; 


, {LI 
M mcan, the Method broken, the Whole napoliſh'd 
and yet it may be of uſe to thoſe for whom 1. 
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at 2s 1 Love them. all as Men; ſo , thoſe of” 


| deſign*d, Viz: Juch as bave neither 7.ony to BY 


| careſul what others think of me, or the Work they® 
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nor Time 'to Read, nor Abilities to Under ſi ana 
Larger and Learneder Diſcourſes ; ſhort Sum 


| mary's, are #0t allways uſcleſs 3 for, Vita bre-} 


vis eſt, ars longa ; Life is /hoy!, butt the. way t0! 
obtaty Knowledge 15 long. £0 that SENeca, a" 
Heathen, could jay, Magnam elle dementiamyy 
Oc. Tis preat folly, in ſo great a want of time," 
to learn things ſuperjluous :- But principally T at-:; 


gn this for my own People moſt of them ave con-Þ 


fined to a Callin; that affyrds them little time to 


| Read; this they will Read, when perbaps adarger | 


Traft would be little regarded - 1 am not very 


that like it not, may bs pleaſed to let it alone, and, 


at their leaſure, pive ns ſomething better ;, only 


that I may remove all Cauſe of Offence, if poll | 
be, I muſt tell the Reader, 1 bave ſaid nothing | 
with a deſszn to offend any, nov to Raiſe @ Contro- 
LYfie, thoupb perhaps fome may think otherwiſe : | 
Two forts-of Perſons I exyett to be diſpleaſed. q 

1. The Anabapritts, becauſe I bave proved In- | 
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pet let me tell my Breth» 1 of that Perſwaſjon , 
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bem that are ſound in other Fundamental Points, | 
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1/185 Rave a F12ht to Church-Memberſhip audit 


Baptiſm, from: the 1dentity of the Covenant ; but } 
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ma ſerious Godly Perſons ( though they differ in C| 
we Point) 1 dearly Love , and own them as 
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2 The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 7 
Dn3/tians ,» and Fellow- Members of the ſa... 


CO n, el 


L : Lay Preachers, and their Admirers 
Followers : Fecauſe I bave ſhewed them the... 
W Medling with a Work God never call d tlaff © 
0, nor fitted them for, and yet they have not 
cauſe to be Angry with me, then a Man wil 
Broken Bone, or Diflocated Joynt, bath tole4 
with him who offers bis Help, in a Frinkfh 
Manner, to Set 'bis Bone, and Heal his Wand 
However, what 1 bave ſaid is in Pity and(a 
paſſion to their Souls 3 and if they will not beg, ul 
{ will not ceaſe to Pity and Pray for them. Þ |. 
heartily wiſh to All Soundneſs of Judgment, Wy 


From my Study 
a 3n Porter-Pury, May 1 
WS 3700. Michael Harrijſpan' 
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THE IN TRODUCTICN. 


Fr the-Lord| Jeſus Chriſt was ſo FR 
= with the Beauty . and Holineſs, of the 
/ .Charch, while ſhe yet remain'd. under a 
a and:more Unbeavtiful, Diſpenſation, us 

1! paſlionately..to long for, and defire; her +! 
bapany;'A's, is; expreſl: d, Cant} 49,18, Mr, © 
Wand!Cantic 5.14, 0's; Whigh Love, atlaſk, 4 
dughtihimidown into a ſtate: of Incaruati- i | 

, Humiliation and Death ;.that-thereby; he'-$ 
ht Redeem his «Church, and, make all the Sz 
embers of-it Kings and Prieſts29, Ged, Re. Ti 
" $163 Andby;the Merits of his Seberings, #| 
eleat this Chyreh to.God;;@ Glavious:Ch 4 | 
hes 5 SPPL.Or. Wriodtlogjoninng i 
E- . Ag | 
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= The INTRODUCTION] 7] 

E*thing , but that it ſhould be holy and viifiery - 

+ blemiſh, Epheſ. 25, 26, 27. TJrow 

” 1 ay, if Chriſt thus Loveth the inci 

E -will certainly be a very pleaſant and dei 

E& fal Work, to enquire- into the Nature 

E Properties of this Church ; which has nowffire i 

& off her Vail, and is ſet in a clear Goſpel 

& being arriv'd at. Mature Age, and morek 

F- tifully Adorned with the Glorious Roa 

i "Chriſt then ever. : 

 ' And, this is the more needful, becaul(@you 

we live in an Ape of Light, yet ) maj 

Scuffling in the Dark ; As about other tiahſnat . 

ſo eſpecially about the Nature of a (WCatho 

Church. Ftl 
It is, indeed, ſad to behold, what own 

treams. Men run into; and, what yet wp 

Notion ſome take up concerning the (nj 

| for, while on the one hand there area 

ration of Men, who are ſtil} crying, thel 

the Church ; we are Sons of the Church; 

all the while, they either mean that agwea 

of Wood and Stone, where the Church WF, 

to Worſhip God; or,a few Unſcripturu 

-, monies, Deviſed by Men, and Impoſed wigjav0 

W der Conſciences : Whereas the Church 

is ſomething more Excellent then eithet, 
Whilſt, on the other hand, ſome, wit 

tend to higher Attainments then otull 

+ Religion, fancy to themſelves ſuch a 

. on Earth, as is only to be found in ta 

*. and while they fly aloft on the | 
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FKowledg, they really want the Feet of Solid 


unirigciples to guide them in God's Way 3 S0* 
eat though they have Wind in their Sails,yet, 
reor want of Ballaſt in their Judgy"9a+ 


i . 4. ES 
y Zeal, born up with AfﬀeRions without 
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in danger to be Overſet by every  , 
emptation. : both, 7 4 
Now 1 humbly conceive, that if we could *Þ 
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R ofibly find out a Mean, to ſet Perſons Right -Þ; 


VA; CO OT 7 Or Pons ag, 7 ht 


Kt their Notions concerning a Goſpel-Church, it I# | 


{Would prove an excellent Means to Compoſe Þ'Þ1 


ao Differences ; And that an Agreement in-3Þ$: 
tiattat Article of our Creed , 7 Believe the Holy | 
(Cabvlick Church, would do Wonders in Uni- -}'Þ: 
Fting vs in' Unity and Peace : - If there were {| 
{ibut an amicable Agreement here, I aſſure mp4 Þ 
felt that what differences there might yet re- {' 


Lhuerch. 


Win in other Points, it would not Kill Chri» Þ'Þ. 
lien Love, or Spoil the Union or Peace of the Þ| Þ 


| And therefore this is the Deſign of this 1} 
eak Attempt now put info thy hands, by:3'F 


Wore, who is no Bigor in Religion, but bears a |F- 
WUnverſal Love and Tenderneſs for Chriſti= # 
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wof different Denominations; and if he miſo} 
arry in any thing, it is not out of any fond=# 
neſs to any one Party above another, nor for | 


Want of Pains to know the Truth, no, now {| 


Lore to it, but, meer unavoidable Human | þ 
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CHAP. 


1 # Gofpel.Charch' © ® 


CHAP. L 


whe”. 1 cans der'd.in its Nawes 2 #- 
Fure, 3. Whether the Church. a 
ery be firſt in. order of Nature. 4, { ji 
Church laviſible and Viſible, &c. 


| #Fit. E T vs firſt conſider the 
in thoſe Names, Titles andi # \« 
| thets that are given to it in Holy Scripm 
Je. af calied 'by *our, Saviour ; -Mat. t64 
On” this Rock "1 will build my Cha 
Agoottivg, to the Notgtion of the GreekW 
1t fignifies an Aſſembly called together; 
"8 comes from the Hebrew, Kahal , which by 
M tes to be Cotis; _ or Gather'd toget 
kl The Word ſignifies , 1. Any Multitudey 
jfthered together into Nh place, for any Ca 

tas As 19. 32. The Aſſembly was confi 
© an , the Church was confuſed. W 
Hits put ſor a Company of Malignant Wid 
alt! en, as here ; and, Pſal, 26. 5. The Congitfh 
12142 of evil ders, Heb. Kahal. 2. For Ol 
4 Wins Aſſembled together to Worſhip oo 
x-Cor. 14. 34. 3. Fort the Glorified Saints 
jj aven, Hb. 12.23. * 4. For the Rulers M 
Ul Paſtors 'of the Church , 35 diſtin from 
Flock, at. 18, 17, Tell the Church, ik 
1 he Paſtors and Kulers of the Church, in whd 

jands the Govergiae- Power Is Lodged.1y 
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Se Faithtol in one Family, Rom. 16.3. <6; Forr | 
Fearcicular Church, Rev. 2. 1 both Rulers: 7 
"2&4 Ruled Paſtor and People. "The Word: 
Wirch .is now Peculiarly Appropriated. to 
© rnifie a Society ſtanding Related to Godg J 
"IF his [Covenant People, and that: both} 
"© their Aſſemblies together, and when they 
Fe apart and thet whether they be the U- } 
"Wrerſal Society of God's People, the Whole * 
Whorch, or Particular Societies, as Parts of 
die Whole. | | 
plſÞ Farthermore , This Church hath other Tj 
6.05 and Epithets given 1t, in Scripture 7 1. The 
Wiſhorch is called the People of God, 1 Pet. 2, 
wap. 2, The Sons of God , Gen. 6. '1 John * 
W1,2. 3. A Righteous Nation, which keep: 
oe Truth, 1/2, 26, 2. 4. The Saints of the 
aleFolt High, Dan.7.8. 5. A Chaſt Virgin, the 
Wouſe 'of Chriſt, 2 Coy. 11. 2, The Wife 
& the Lamb, z. e. of Chriſt, Rev. 19. 7. 
68 The Houſe of the Living God. 7. The 
TaWllar and Ground of Truth , 1 Tim. 3. 15. 
A Choſen Generation, a Royal Prieſthood, 
oly Nation, a Peculiar People, with ma- 
oF other, 
gl Let us now conſider the ature of this 
arch; It is not a Worldly, but Spiritual Socies 
ag voited together, not by Human, or Civil,but 
red Bonds ; not for Worldly Ends , but 
wa Glory of God, and their own Spiritual 
a@fication, and Eternal Salvation. But, the Þ} 
ye” ©o conſider the Nature of this Hea- © 
= Ony Eo ergo? yvenly #3 
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6 A Goſpel Church * 


| - yenly Society the Church. we muſt conſdaſlk : 
$: under thoſe Various Notions, whereby-ifie] 


| uſually Repreſented to us, z. e. as Inviſihleſut, 
; Viſible, Triumphant or Militant, 1 nolid f 


* Univerſal, or Particular. 


4 70 
. HI. But before we come to theſe Diſtixl / 


j ' ons of the Church, let us give ſome LightWgr! 


WM or Miniſtry 
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that Queſtion ſo often put,whether the Cl} 1 
'y, as Related to each other, arthilſhle 
in Order of Nature ;, ſome have fancy'd, ff 


{* he that is Paſtor of a Church, ſhould fullber 
t a Member of that Church 3 and, accordinnſſof 
7 that Notion, the Chuych muſt be beforeiFWe 
mW Aimiſtry : but, if ſo, How came that tokow! 
#& Church'? The Preaching of the Goſpdi the 
HH. the Means appointed by God, to CamifGr: 
B Perſons to Chriſt, and fo, Plant Chuniffand 


Faith comes by Hearing, Rom. 10. 17. 7 
there been no Miniſtry, we cannot, accollfh vi 


at; tO this Order, ſee, how there canld bez. * 


Churches. Chri/# firſt ſer up a Goſpel Mans. * 
before any Church was Planted ; the Ap 1 
and Seventy Diſciples, Zuke 9. 1,2, 385 
Luke 10, 1. Theſe went up and down 

ing the Goſpel,and Converted many toligthe 
which were afterwards gather'd into Cng-# | 
So that though the Church be the endage%"1 
Amiſtry, and in Deſign before it, yet pa 


We may be a Miniſtry whereas yet thereng. T 
zz Church ; and, as the Church is to be Gain 2 
Wand Planted by the Miniſtry of the Wann n 
*%that Minifters may, and ſometimes mug" 
"LN | = 
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idalſk apart by Solemn Ordination, when as yet 18 
icy may have no Particular Church to fix in; 17 
ibleor. to Preach the Goſpel, in order to Con-- Js 
lidSert Men to Chriſt - But, of the Nature of a ſ8- 
"Foſpel- Miniſtry 1 ſhall ſpeak afterwards. 1k 
nl 1V. Now A us conſider the Church as it is i: 
git Wloviſible or Viſible. "+ 
1, Let us conſider the Nature of the Inviſi® 38+; 
le Church, | FE : 
6. The Church,as Inviſible, is the Whole Num- I#* 
ber of the Ele, effettually Called by God out 85 
dino a ſtate of Sin, to Faith in Chriſt, by the JF 
or Word and Spirit of God, according to his 'ÞÞ; 
tk om Good Pleaſure, Uniting them to Chriſt * 
oli their Spiritual Head, whereby they partake of | 
{Grace here, and Glory hereafter, to the Praiſe FF: 
hirkand Glory of God's Free Grace, TE 
. 88 Now, in this Deſcription of the Church In+ | 
viſible, you may obſerve, 1. The Author, ||: 
2. The Matter, 3. Form, 4. The Head, {| 
$. The End of the Church. , 
ay 1, The Autbor, is God, Father, Son and || 
3.Sjrit, God the Father EleAs and Ordains to | 
lf Eternal Life, as the End 3 and to Holineſs, as | 
(the Means conducing to that end, Eph. 1. 4.1 
Chin He bath choſen us in bim, befere the Foundation of 4 
nd aitve World, that we ſhould be boly and without - 
lame before bim in Love. CO 
ereilj. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt he Redeems vs from 
Win and Hell, by his Precious Blood, Epbeſ. 1.7. 
Wag: whom we bave Redemption by his precious 
nub$Blood, the Remiſſion of Sins : The Holy Spirit i 
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2 'SanRifies us, Unites us to Chri/t, ty g16 
S for Heaven. ft 310 
2. The Matter-of the Inviſible Chun * 
# "that is, Elected and truly Regenerated'l A 
-yers: Tho' a Credible Profeſſion of Rejfi®®; 
| be ſufficient to make one a Member's Dri 
Church Viſible, yet nothing ſhort of RACE 
| til on with Chriſt will make one a Member i. 
W- Church Inviſible, The Ele themſelregl® 
fore they Believe, are no otherwiſe Me $9 
© but in God's Decree, -2 Thel. 2. 13,1 5 
hath from the beginning choſen you to i110 
through Sandification of the Spirit, _ 1 F 
mY of the Truth, 1 Pet. 2.5. Te alſo. 
wy Stones, are built up a Spiriiual Houſe, 
41 Prieſthood, to offer up Spiritual Sacrifioe 
# Thus none but Ele Converted Believl 
i the Matter of the 1n1/3ble Church, þ 
L 3. The Form of this Invi/ible phe 
mt whereby the Ele Believing MembersW 
Church are United to Chriſt their Head} 
F- that which is the Bands of our Umw 
we Chriſt, is alſo the Form: of the nord 
WW. -And what can'that be but the Holy Spiule'= 
= Faith? By the Holy Spirit God” imager 
wr. takes us by the Heart, Ezek. 36. 27. 7 
#1 Wy” Spirit within you, and cauſe you to all OT 
E ways, Epheſ. 2. 22, 1 whom alſo you are þ- "hs 
t 29 together, for an Habttation of God by the" 
And, by Faith, which'is the Believers be 
= Band. whereby the Believer takes: 


Er, and i Is United to him, Fobn a bs 
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of 1 ted to Chriſt by Faith, Epeſ. 3. 17. Chriſt © 
WF i aur. beart by Faith, and 'by Love we are 
3 ts one t0- another, John 1.3. 35s 
4 1 The Hend of this Church: is Chriſt, Eph.! 
16. 1 Jut-be' might gather to \ wars all. things; 
F TJ by Verſ. 22. bath given bin to be Head®.\\t+ 
n ' things to bis Chbnrch, Epheſ. 5.23. © 11 
his the Head of the Church. The End of | 11 
[ L is either Supream or Subordinate, - 
: Ne Supream End is'the-Glory of God's - 11 
Gre and Mercy, Eph. 1. 5. Who bath 7] $3 
| os ed #43 to. the Adoption of Children by | 
ks Crit to bimſelf, ——_ to the | 
| df lis Will, VerC. 6. to tbe Praiſe: of 
{ up 6 "bit Grace. ' 
the- Subordinate End is the Salvation.and; 
Weſkedneſs of the Chareb, and, every: 
i of it, 2 The. 2, 13, 14. God bath 
te begining choſen us to Salvation, through 
- of the Spirit , and Beloef of 


EY 
be Church, thus confider'4; is faid.to 
, "Not as: Men, but as Fleet, and cho- 
# for, though their Perſons are vi- 
Metheir Effectual Calling their Grace, 
Un 4 Union to Chrift is /nvi/ible;as they 
ho Mey are. Viſible to, Men; but, as Saints,, 
SAN only Viſtble..to the Lord Chriſt y. 
Ja, 4 We The foundation. of God ſtangeth- 
I net ' this ſeal, the Lord knowetb who: arg. 
74 -burch is, in this Reſpe&t, a\Garden 
Hl ſhut up, a Cans ſealed; 
Bur 
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- But the Chyrch, thus conſider'd, is not 
& Rule we ought to go. by in Gathering 3 
Planting Churches, nor in Admitting hh 
bers; for, if we are to joyn with no Cul 
| but ſuch as we are ſure are all Real Saink| 
# - nited to Chriſt by a Living Faith, we maſti 
i | never joyn with any ; or Separate frond; , 
= Churches on Earth, becauſe the Church, al 1; 
&F conſider'd, ever hath been, till is, andayf in 
will be in this World 74vi/ible. Þkrin 
Now this Invi/ible Church may yet bewfþ pj 
= der'd as Triomphant or Militant ; as Viin 1 
* fal or Catholick ; or Particular, © B/ 
WF 1, The Inviſible Church is called Tithy | 
Phant; as part of it is got to Heaven, Wh 
there Triumphing with Chr:ſt, having Why. 
ed- a compleat Victory over the WalkSoq: 
Fleſh and the Devil. .* .- rd, 
This Triumphant Church conſiſts-d. ; 
Spirits of Juſt Men made PerfeQ ,.tog 
with the Bleſſed Angels, Heb. 12. 22, US: 
us Te are come unto the Mount Ziongand unto ly by 
WH of the living God; the Heavenly Feruſaleny 
1 to an Innumerable Company of Angels. | 
1k General Aſſembly and Church of the Fung : 
mw which are written in Heaven, $0 God the Jul 
WE. all, and tp the Spirits of Juſt Men mad: 
is. &c. And Rev. 7. 9---15. 1 beheld, al 
ns great Multitude, which no Man could nway. 
} all Nations, Kindreds and People, ana #8 
ſtood before the Throne, and before the i 
= Clogthed with White Robes, and Pai 
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1 DESCRIPD. $0 
ty. 21d cryed with @ loud voice, ſaying, Sal- 
108 hs to our God, And if you would know 
8 MStheſe are, the Queſtion is Asked, Yer/.1 3, 
Und a nſwer'd, Verſ. 14. Theſe are they which 
WES out of preat Tribulation, and bave waſhed 
Ik Robes, and made them White in the Blood of 
us. It is aid to be Militant, as part of it is 
nd in this World, in a Sofferin condition , 

"Þitiog under the Croſs of Chriſt , againſt 
becy YYorld, the-Fleſh, and the Devil: Suffer- 

IF; being the uſual Lot of God's Church in 

*$ Vail of Miſery for Chriſt ſaith, 1f any 

Wy nil come after me , let him take up bis 
, WBF and follow me, Luke 9. 23. and through 
OP). Tribulations we muſt enter into 'the 
mE&edom of God : With the Church thus con- 


Er, God is Graciovſly Preſent, . 1/a. 43. 1, 
"0. But now, thus ſaith the Loyd, that created 
oP, 0 Jacob, and that formed thee, O Iſrael, fear 
; HY: for 1 bave Redeemed thee, 1 have called , 
008 by thy Name, thou art mine. VVhen thou 


, 


mg through the V/V aters, 1 will be with thee : 
Bos ”_ the Rivers, they ſhall not overſiow 
FF - hen thou walkeſt through the Fire, thou 
JF not be burnt ;, neither ſhall the Flame kindle 
e thee : For 1 am the Lord thy God ;, the Holy 
any of Iſrael thy Saviour, &c. | 
ms. The Church is called Catholick, becauſe it 
iPot confined to one Family, Kingdom, or 
" p"0n ; and tho' a Particular Church or - | 
mor may be term'd Catbolick in refpe& of 
£2 - _ Sound- 2 
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Soundneſs of Doftrin, but here the ten 
tbolick Signifies the Ghurch, as taking i 
very. Nation 'm the whole World; t 
_Tongs to Chriſt, as As 19. 30." He tomy 
all Men” every where to Repent. Ls 
35. God 1s 10 reſpeFer of Perſons, but in 
Nation him that fears God and worketh I 
meſs ts accepted of bim. The Church th 
fider'd, is extended to all Times ant 
and is but one Church, which is the 
or Spiritual Body of Chriſt, harugh 
Faith, one Hope, one Baptiſm, one Rule, 
joying one and the ſame Salvation, 1 (it 4 
17. Eph 4. 44 5,6, 7- 1 

4. Or the Chwch 18 Particular z xx the 
verſal Catbolick Church is divided | in-ſ 
leſſer Societies; fo many as can conrelllif ; 
meet together in one Place, and y : ; 
Worſhip God ; iuch were the Churchs! 
tion'd in the New Teſtament, as the Oi 
Corinth, Epheſus, Philippians, Ge. nfl 
firſt ſpeak of the Church as} wo 
proceed any further in the Diſcriptionl 
ticular Churches., Let us therefore 
the Second remarkable diſtin&tion" 
Church, Namely, as it is, 

I, Yi/ible : Now when we ſay - the 0 
3s Inviſible or Viſtble, it muſt not be ili 
that there are two Churches, the onelh 


-- and the'other Viſible ; but it's the ſam 


b- diverfly conlider'd, that i in one reſp hl 
b ding! and. in ariother reſpet is .lnyiſ 
Th E 


v4; 8 . 
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nl Remarkable Saying of the Lord P/efſis 
*Mitleman, of, France, . in his Treatiſe of the 
a. © We will (faith he ) commit-unto. 
- T6, the Searcher, of Hearts, the Know- 
Pee of the /1vi/ible Church, and will con- 
tt our ſelves-to Search for the. Y7/ble 1n 
w ods Word ; into which all muſt 1n this 
Sfe.rctice themſelves, which deſire to be 
a pker'd into the /nv#/zble Church wn the 
wayodiocome. Notwithſtanding, by the 
Bay, we will note the difference between 
> ele» to. the 1nvi/ible Church, contains 
Ne but. the Good, the /77/ible Church con- 
= Þ3s-bagh the Good and the Bac ; the [z- 
2% Elurcb contains: none but the Elect, 
oe Ffoae Church all. thoſe indifferently 
well a are- brought into ber by the Preaching 
1k the Goſpe]. = 

hey let us conſider what. this /i/ible Church 
in. The 745/ble. Church is the So- 
oF of all thoſe, v.ho do Profeſs Chriſtianity, 
aun, and are Joyn'd Externally 
ky PA and one to another by the Profeſſion 
a4 th and Love, together with their Chil- 
het bere, a betore, conlicer the Author, 
the Form, the [cad and the End, 
* ; Viible Church. 

nel © t9,confider as before, That the 
0. (of the Church, both Invilible and Vill» 
rs ts fame Holy God, who hath Info 
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and Appointed it ; and who hath of 
by the Preaching of the Word ; 
Chriſt, by a Saving Union ; and oth 
outward and Viſible Profeſſion. 
2. The Matter of the Yi/ible 
that is, All who Profeſs Chriſtianij 
Sewer eneration ; tho? all of them may noth 
Ians indeed, nor truly Regenerazl** 
on all that make ſuch a Credible Wf-* 
ther with their Children, are tif He 
the Yi/ible Church. | why 
wc here are Three T ings v yo 
fider'd. 5 
1, That all true Chriſtians are $" | 
generated by the Word and Spirit l 
by Faith, united to Chriſt, are, in 
Matter of the Y7 /3ble Church ; hat 
the Matter of the Mnviſable Church, 
prov'd; and therefore, that rhey Fu 
Matter in part of the Viſible 9 
think, none will deny. k: ad | 
2, But the queſtion may perhapi 8 
ſome, whether ſuch as Profeſs tht art 
ligion, Profeſs Regeneration, and WF... 
and Believe in Chriſt ; when, it my. 
have no real Regeneration, nor Vil 
with Chriſt ; Whether theſe may be xl oy 
in part the Matter, and Members WF; 
ble Church. 3 
Now, to Anſwer this ; indeed, {”. a 
Members they are not, but yet Mane 
are, and are to be eſteemed ſo, " 4 
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1&4 has always had ſuch in it, of whom , 
A there has been Reaſon to ſuſpe& lnſin- 
"Þ yet ſtill they have been looked on, and } 
""Red, both by God and the Church; and to .' |. 1 
Sn outward Church-Priviledges are not to 
fen9'd.And this I prove by theſe Arguments. 
'K 4 Viſible Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, and 
0t 5 tgp . 
notion, is all that we are capable of dif- 
0g; we may have Good hopes of ſuch 
2 {och, that they truly love God, are Re- 
*Ferated, and United to Chriſt. But, alas; 
# oft are we miſtaken, and, to our Grief, 
Wich, of whom we had Good hope, make 
ptnrack of that, which, in them, looked 
wy Faith and a good Conſcience ? 1 Joh. 2. 
*1 ul 7 ent out from us, but they were not of 
8/0 8 they bad been of us, no doubt they would 
| commurd with us, As © a Profeſſion, 
er is Judge ; but. as to Saving Grace, 
4&8 \aion to Chriſt ; the Lord Chriſt is 
*F#4lone: Hence Mr. Corbet Notes, © That 
040) Profeſs Chriſtianity, or Dedication to 
2 uCriſt, that are not really, that is 
Wy and intirely ſo Dedicated. And 
 Ktly adds, © That thoſe, who, by ſuch. 
vel ternal Profeſſion, are of this Society, 
[\Hull © but Anologically, and as to the Ex- 
{= form only, have Juſt Right and Title 
" Ws External Priviledges, according to 
of 0 nes before them that can diſ- 
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4 Sd: that if Men debar then oft x : 
ledges; they*Uo them' wrong; 1 
| |  b-2, Whoever inthe Aroftfes th i 
-. Tchian: outward Profeſſion, were'f lt 
taken into the Church, and admi ef 
Communion: This is heyond all difpy 
As 2: 4v., 42. Then they that gladly 
the' Word were Baptized, and the ſan 
was added to the Church Three tho, 
and they: continued ſtedfaſt in the _ 
and: in. fellowſhip, and in breaking 3 
Prayer.  In'which- Place 'tis Eviden 
foon as they did Profeſs to Believe, 
in a few hours 'afrer- they were Off 
ic. Profeſſed Repentance for their 
to Believe in Jeſus Chriſt. 'they Mi 
tiz'd; without waiting td ſe «hell t 
Repentance was Sincere or no: Wl 
ſoon after admitted -to the Lords. 
here Breaking' of Bread ;, and this # 
Single and Stingular-Inſtance, brit 1&8 
poltles conſtant Practice, as may bel 
SS 13: 265156. 290,96, $4;7 ** 
 ObjedHton ': Soirie will perh: ipefg 
Apoſtles, by Immediate Inſpiration, 
thoſe they .Baptiz'd were truly Gong 
United by Faith to Chr. "ZJ 
Anſw;.' They acted as Miniſters off 
pel, by a Goſpel Rule, to be [rt ia 
thers i in after Apes; And t hong 
verſion was what they much deliri 
their Hearers, yct ic was a V iſiblg 
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w_ >v look at,..and that was the Ground on}. 
[ich they Baptiz'd : All they, Baptiz'd Wer FM 
4: Sincere Believers ; as is more thea zvi-, x 
«at by many Examples, as of Ananids and. 

Wbirab, AQs 5. 1,2. and Simon Magus, Acts Mi 
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9..10;-11, 12, 13. and many more Bap-- 


1-484 by the Apoſtles themſelyes, or by ſome | 
- Wc out by. them, who Enjoy all the External 
Miviledges of Church-Members ; and yer 
; ne of them proved very Hetrodox, and un- 
id in their Judgmeats, and otters very un- 

lj.in Life and Converſation : But more of 


Rn Merl 1 SIA 


POP: OS I ed 


MY 


hereafter. 

Bat before we leave this Point, the Jatter 

the, /V5/ble Church, we mnſt take notice of 

e Third thing Promiſed, viz. to prove that 
ts. of Believing Parents arc in part 


M;, ter. of the Viſible Church : But they hall 
the Subje& of the Second Chapter; 


GHA F.: 16+: 
Wing, That the Infants of Believing Parents 
ate; iu part , the Viſible matter - of the Vidi- 
wme-Chorch; Shewing a!ſo, who is, the Head, 
+a Form and End.of [the Viſible 
LON, though 1 have fully proved.this in 
* Another Place, in my Infant-Baptiſm, | 
& Ordinance, Part 1. Page i'8, 19; 200 if 
| Ef, IT - ſometbi ing £y: 
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© - ſomething to'it. That ſome ofake] \ | 
| Bled urch- Members ; I Argue thus; '* y 
1..f by the Merciful Appointmeiit W& 
- Infants were once taken into the /7 Hblec #; 
by vertue of the Covenant of Grace, alliſhi 
Merciful grant never Repeal'd. or taken # 
by God, then it. is certain, that ſome lk i 
- are ſtill Members of the Pi ble Churd] 
the former is true, that by God's'0 » 
iatment, ſome Infants were ſometimi : i 
into the Y5 if ble Church, by Vertue of th 
nant of Grace, and that Pirie 
peal'd therefore "tis true, that (one 2 
(5. e. the Infants of Believing Parent)Mhe 
yet YViſable Church- Members : Here 6 wide 
Three Things. s 1 
x. Some Infants were once taken by 
own Appointment into the Y3/zble Chan 
2. That they were ſo admitted by! 
of the Covenant of Grace. 4 
3. That this 1nfant Chuych- 7/cmbeulii 
never repeal'd, or taken down. Wo 
i. Infants were by God's own 0 
ment taken" into the Vift ble Church W400 
Church-Members , this is plain ; tha 
Tews Infants were at Eight days Ole * wk 
cumciſion, Solemnly admitted into. WP 
Church, is moſt certain, Gen, 17. 12. # 
think, to ſtand upon farther prope (0088 7! 
be to. bring a Candice £ to Hl 
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Rl That this 1nfant Church- Member [hip was, 
"7 Vertue of the Covenant of Grace, , is as 1 
Certain, Read Deut. 29. 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 
08s, There you ſee that God Solemgly re-_ | 
les, both with Parents and little Ones, that--. 
en@@orenant made with Abraham, Gen: 17. 7..7 
lvl] be 4 God unto thee and to thy Seed after thee's, 
nd Infants being thus by God himſelf So- .? 
milfemnly taken into the /7/4ble Church'by.Vertue | 
bf the Covenant of Grace, God takes cate they | 
hee dealt with as Church- Members, by not being 
eeneerly Circumciſed the Eighth day, Gen. 17, 
Wl: Which was their receiving the” Seal of 
mine Covenant of Grace ; bnt that they ſhould 
be brought to Church- Aſſemblys, as Deut," 29, 
21. and Deut. 31. 10, 11, 12. Gather the Peg- 
xp together, Men, Women and Children, &C. 
Now that this, Covenant, by Vertue where- 
yew Infants were by God's oi appoint Nel 
"Wrovght into the Yi/ble Church, 1s the Cove- 
want of Grace, is the Univerſal Judgment, of 
W1Sound Churches and Divines inthe Work F 
08s might be made good by a Multitude of Tn- 
Waces; and Mr. Tombs himſelf, one of the 
get Men our miſtaken Brethren had, who 
1.3 I: Church. Memberſhip and. Baptiſm, 
pPniciſes, That it was'a Covenant which con- 
ns in it Redemption by Chriſt ;" A__bett 
cxument there. needs not, to prave it th 
Pſcnant of Grace, Apology, Page.131, . And 
£2 would fee more Arguments; to prove j 
; Covenant of Grace,'may find' the in'my | 
B2 infant 
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" Infant Baptiſm God's Ordinance, Pa 

Part IT, To which 1 ſhall add more p 

4+ and by. ay 

] ' 3, Let vs now conſider whether i 

þ” fant Church- Memberſhip was Repeal'dorgh 

*# - down by Chrif in. the EreQting the 6 

it © Church. 

b Now that Infant Church- Mu | 
ph Repeal'd, or taken down, I prov Þ 
I If Infants, that were ſometimes} | 
Church- Members are caſt out, and their fi 
ledges RepeaPd, this Repeal is ſomenk 
Recorded in the Holy Scriptures; ifaj 
it is ſo Recorded, let them ſhew: us y " Fc 
But if it be no where in the Holy Scriptanif be 
Recorded, that mfants, who were ſon vl | 

' Church- Memhers, are caſt out ; then Willan 

' Fond all Rational Contradition, tht * At 

Vr 


Infants fill are Church- Members : But 
where ſo Recorded; therefore the Fang 

ſtNl! continves to them. - 3 

I have met with a great many ff th 
3<Aions, urged by our miſtaken Brethrillſſpc 
Anataptiſts; but this ſeerns to me to Wy, 
ſtrength of all, viz, The Jewiſh Churchid WO; 
down, rogether with Circumciſion, ll -n 
Abrabamical Covenant ; and- the, Jeng 
therefore caſt off, Infant Church- Mem on 
aps : ' 

PE on The Covenant of Grace was 

- it. has indeed been mo: 

Berea (but Rill ic ,is the ſans) 6” " » i # 
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eakifthe Covenant made with Abrabam, Gen. 17, 
prodiffl6, was the very ſame. made with Adam, Gen... » 
34S, 15- only it was a clearer Draught, and that 7: 
Wis the fame Covenant the Church has all along” 
Whad ; only the nearer the time came-to the-=; 
appearance of Chriſt in the World , ſtill the: 
\ brighter Diſcoveries was made of it : Sothat'y? 
1h the Covenant of Grace, now to the Church, is-” 
oe; $but a clearer and brighter Draught of what 
ies was made to Adam and Abrabam : The Jews 
eir Mare not all broken off, but only ſome of theas 
mengfor their Unbelzef. 3 yer the Believing Jews-:_ 
f mere not Tranſlated to ſtand upon any other 
s Foundation then the Covenant. they were in 
punt before; and the Gentiles, that were added to 
omemithe Church, were grafted into the ſame Stock 
a Wind Root whereon the Believing Jews ſtood 
ns And were hereby made partakers of the ſame 
ut BfCovenant, the ſame Priviledges, which the 
rnaobelieving Zews loſt 3 nothing can be more 
 F#-\ident then this, to an unprejudiced Perſon, 
*that ſhall Impartially conſider what the A- 
Urpoſtle faith, Rom. 11. 17, And if ſome of the 
(0 WBravebes be broken off, 4nd thou beins a Wild 
WBOline-Tree wer't prafted in amongſt them, and 
» Wpith them part akeſt of the root and fatneſs of the 
em Wlive-Tree, Than this there cannot be a clear- 
nec proof; for as the Unbelieving Jers, to- 
_ _W#fiver with their Children, were broken off, 
s File Believing Gentiles, with their Children, 
& orere grafted into the Stock, and ſtood upon + 
WT nc foot of the ſame Covenant the Jews did. 
x B 3 2, Infant 
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- that the Goſpel Church, is, in part, made 
F-With ſuch, at. 't 9. 13,14. Then werelid* 
L-rento bim little Children, that 'be ſhould pul 
* hands-on them und pray, and the Diſciples id 
them: But Jeſus ſaid, ſuffer little Childra 
F come unto me and forbid them not, for of ſu 
| the Kingdom of Heaven, The queſtion is,... 3 
| what end theſe Infants were brought to Cf: 
" it: was not for Baptiſm, for Chriſt Bayif®:-. 
none himſelf, * but his Diſciples ; And it's) 
- Probable. they were Baptiz'd before'*1 
was it for Healing any Diſeaſe ; for thel 
- ciples knew Chriſt uſed to heal ; they wal 
" not have rebuked them for that ; but itny 
+ that Chriſt might Pray oyer them, and 
them; 2n4 the Diſciples being at thatt 
weak and raw, in many things, they had 
s doubt,ſuch thoughts as our miſtaken Brethin] 
the Anabaptiſts have ; namely, That Int 
' were not capable of receiving any thing 
' Chri/t ; and it was therefore, in their App 
+ henſton, An idle thing to bring Infantilf 
" him : But Chri/# was not of their Mind, W 
- bids them bring little Children to him, gt 
- this Reaſon for it, That of ſuch was the In 
" dom of Eeaven, Now, by the Kingami 
' Heaven here can be meant nothing but -.. 
* Church State here ; for we find this Plit 
the Kingdom of Heaven, is moſtly, if not * 
\ ways, -to be underſtood of the Goſpel Ul 
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"_ re, as Mat, 4. 17. Mat. 10.7. Mat. 13. 24» © 
$3, 44; 45, 47; Now, if ig theſe, and a Mul-. 
--4Witnde of other Places, the Kingdom of Heaven: 
+ to be underſtood of the Goſpel Church ; then 
-» his Place, at. 19. 14. 1s to be fo under- 
ood: likewiſe. So from hence tis Evident, : 
+ Mhat: Infants are Members of the Goſpel Church, 
- as well as they were of the Jewiſh Church, 
8 3. That Infants arc embers of the Goſpel 
SChurch, I argue from As 2, 39. The Promife 
Mis to you and to your Children, &c, If this Pro- 
miſe was the Promiſe of the Covenant made to 
Awabam, Gen. 17. 7. and Children here, the 
18 fame with Sced there ; then the Infants of Be- 
wall 1e0ng Chriſtians are Viſible Church- Members 
8 now, a5 the Infants of the Zews were then; but 
if the former is true, crg0, the latter, | 
1, The Promiſe here mentioned, 1s, that F* 
great Promiſe mide to Abrabam, for it's a | 
Promiſe of Pardon, and Life, and that God þ- 
would be their God. *'Tis a Promiſe they | 
very , well knew ; n 6«myxaiez:; Repromifflo , 
a_repeating a Promiſe, that Prepolitive Ar- | 
W& ticle 5, doth Point , as with the Finger, to |: 
& ſome well known Promiſe; it muſt be a Pro- | 
miſe that Circumciſion had been, and Baptiſm | 
now, was to be a Seal of ir, otherwiſe it would 
ſignify nothing to theſe awakned Jews; that 
was the great Promiſe , they were leaſt ac- | 
quainted - with, and that would yield them 
moſt Comfort in their preſent Diſtreſs. / 
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2 2. By Children here is meant Wo 
pwich Seed, their ſeed and Children. beingy 
 NonY nons Phraſes : So, the plain meaninyd 

'Þ © the Apoltie is, Kepent, "and be Baptized, 
| that Great Promiſe that God made with ja 


F Fat. Abravam, 1 will be thy God, and theG 
E of thy /ced, will alſo ſtand firm to you, andh 
} your Children, &c. This is a Good Prodfi 
; F- Crfant Church- memberſhip. If any would by 
| this Text {et In a clearer Light, let them b 
- my /nfant-Ba --"9ph God's Ordinance, Patt Ny 
L | Page 20, 21, the 
F 2. That Infants are Yy3ble Churcs-my noch 
| bers, 1 might Argue from 1 Cor. 7.9, th Rep 
| were your children unclean ; but now are theys\,,, 
| y. By Holineſs there, cannot be meant ls Jon t 
_—__; nor that they are truly Sant | | 
ed : but a Fedetal Holineſs, 5. e. they artihte 
| the Covenant of Grace, and are Church-ma ther 
| bers : Much more might be ſaid, to Prove &&.11 
| fmt Church-memberſhip 3 but this is enooghu here 
| Prove It. and 
And rho? abnndance of Arguments maykl 0 ( 
brought tro Prove Infant Baptiſm ; yer, with 5. 
'me, this is inſtar omnia, ſuch an Argument br 
will for ever corry the Caule 3 and, agail fro 
which, no Solid Objection can be made, Ut ſhe 
Thoſe Infants, which are to be receivet#s hy 
Viſible Church-m:mbers, ought to be Baptinz 2 
and it's a very fintu! thing to deny them t Bcir 
Priviledge : Bapti/me is the only Rite Je jo 
Ebriſ bas appointed tor the Ac ke. 
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"  W-- 
"WE Church-members : Who dare deny Baptiſe to; 
SL Pi/ble Member of the C hurch? But ſuch' as: 
Ro want more Proof of Jnfant- Baptiſm | lets $ 
» MF them ſee my Books above-mention'd on this* | 


lj ns 


"Mt 111. Let vs now conſider the Form of the* 
= Viible Church. Now the Inviſible Form , as | 


" hath been ſhewed, is the Union of the Church 
ant cvich Chriſt, its Spiritval Head, by the Holy - 
Ohh criric drawing us to.Chriſt, and Faith laying -Þs 
tl hold on Chriſt: Now, Anſwerable hereunto .»Þ 
I the Viſible Form is made, and mult needs be' $3 
Ms ſich a Viſible Profeſſion of Chriſtianity and; * Þ/ 
A Regeneration, as is requiſit to Viſible Church * 
J'*\ memberſhip in the Adult ;/and, what a Profeſſi- 
= $01 that is, may be ſeen in theſe Two things. 
at | 1. God Gracioully gives the Goſpel, affords-.. 
Rtthe Means of Grace to a People, fends amongſt . + 
"FIthem the Miniſters of his Word, to cffer them. - $1 
$:lyation in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt; And ©} 
Whcreby they are Externally and Viſibly called, . 
-$and Invited to enter into a Covenant Relation - | 
IL 0 God and Chriſt, Mat. 28. 19, 20. Atark © | 
mays. is. 2 Cor. 5. 20. We are Embaſſadors for © 
UBRChrif, and we pray you in Chriſt's flead be ye re- - 
iO Broiled to God, &c, Thns the Preaching of -. 
is Frag is the way of Gathering a Y:/3ble + 
T6, 
&; | 2. When the Goſpel thus Preached; is Re- - 
Fired and Believed: by a People, God, by the. - 
Ford, Working in them a Willingneſs to. - 
Anter*themſelyes into-the Lord's Covenant. | 
WE By hen +. | 
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When. 2 Pegple do, either 1n Sincerity, on ' 
| ID, rofeſs Chriſt, or ,at leaſt, in Appearne, þ " 
Fleem willing. to Receive Chriſt, and Belige Pl 
F the Great Doctrines of the Goſpel, and obs hy 
ing Paptized in his Name, become God's Vf 
| Fi. Church : For, as the In- dwelling of the$i.þ — 
it, and Saving, Faith is the Invi(ible Form, 

a Crediblc Profeſſion of Chriſtianity is the0: 

| ward Form : And therefore the Apoſtle, wht 41 

-In theſe things erred not, did take Prifija| 
'N * Faith in Chriſt, for a Sufficient, Qualificatin | 
i of Church-memberſhip and Baptiſm; with} £ 


j} ſtaying. to ſee what the Perſons would bes 
" to Aﬀter- Obedience, as Ads 2. 4. and Ab} 
i” 13, &c. And this they would not haved,; 
had they not been directed fo to do by i i 
Holy Spirit of God. 
1 IV. The Head ,- as before , is only 460 Pi 
2 Chriſt. (Dn1.-1. 18, Go 1 
"Tis Chrit that is the King , and Gaf ,;., 
Law-giyer to his Church; he is the Of ,,, 
Corner-ſtone on which the Church is 


4 

1 Pet. 2. 4,5. Fon 
 V. The Endof this Viſible Church |, } ſia 
Worſhip and Glorife God, and to be toe 5, 

> made meet to enjoy him for ever : toW the 
- forth the Word of Life ; to preſerve the land 
\ dinances pure .z to Contend earneſtly, #1ll jc tl 
Faith ; to Honour and Glorifie God by all | 
liaeſs3 and, at laſt, to be made Bleſſed gc. 
ſweet and perfect 1njoyment of Goon q mc 
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|: Thus. we have. conſider'd the Church, as Vie; 
% ble and Jnwi/able, as Triumphant in Heaven, Or - 2 


OTE ep 
OY 
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* yet //ilitant on Earth ; as Catholick, or Uni:* 
_y zerſul : It now remains that we ſpeak of Par. 9 
&l ticular Churches. .* 
11 

ef — — | 

m, 6 

On CHAP. - WL F 
hs | A Particular Church Deſerib\d. 1, In its Na=«: 5 
al tore, 2, Jnits Parts, 3, In its Miniſtry -Þ4 
that 

be;s 


| and Officers. 
o 
| 


I BY Church can never Meet alltogether in onE 

{ place to Worſhip God ; Ir is diſtinguiſhed or - 
divided into particular Churches; or leſſer 
FJ So.1eties : and thele are cither National, Pro- . F 
of vinci, Dioceſan, or Congregational, A Natios -+ 

#4 Church is, when the Inhabitants of one. F 
| Nation and Kingdom, living under the ſame: } 
Government, and joyntly Profeſiing the Chrs- 

| ſtian Religion, may be called a Church ; the# 
+ ſame may be aid of a Province, or Dioceſs, as- 
the Church in England, or in Scotland, Hol-; 
land, Geneva,&c, But,when the Term,Church," 
Is thus uſed, it muſt not be underſtood, -as it 

all the Chriſtians in ſuch a Nation, Province , , ſj 
F &c. were one Individual Congregation,. im- 
4 mediately under the ſame Church Guides ors | 
= "I : p ; n # ys 
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Fenly ſeveral Particular Congregations; exblime 
& beivg under the Rule and Inſpettion of thaier 
= Biſhop, or Biſhops, and Aſſociated together yiſſion 
| Conlent : bur, as Mr. Troughton well obſerve Chi 
*a Parochial, or Congregatienal Chu”ch is the oant i 
Ty Organical Church, DireAly and Immediattþn tt 
Fly Appointed by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : Adfrſce 
; theſe are the Churches we ſhall now'conſider;ote, 
- Now a Particular Chu:ch may be thus Del-Jomn 
q ned. eript 
&F A Particular Church is a Society of Perſog} 2. 
Profeſling Chri/tianity, or Regeneration, living culal 
tn the fame Neighbourhood, fo as conmnþ$od, 
q ently to Meet together 1n the ſame place, vhoJoſtle 
taic, by Muroal Covenant , ingaged firſt whem 
God, and then to each other, to Worſhip Gal Fe Se 
Fin Purity , and perform Mutual Duties ff. Ri 
Coarch Mcmiers one to another, Walking twI9je/ 
{gether in a due Obcdicnce to all God's Ordegagt 
nates, and to the Paſtor, or- Paſtors whidlJAn 
Fare ſet over rhem in the Lord. Fer 
| Here Obſerve, al P 
7. That a Particular Church ſhould bats 0 
no more Members than. may convenietlh g-A 
{Meet togerher. in the ſame place, norahw Ge 
the ſame. Church-Officers can comfortablſ{ An 
pe foim a Paſtoral Charze to : And thatthiÞure 
Mz-mbers of the ſame Church may performJrmi 
the Mutual Daties of Church-Members owFdin 
[eo an0ther, y - TO! 
| Thoſe particalar Churches we Read of pF 
[the New Teftament, were ſuch as lived 0p" 
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; exhime City, Town or Village, and ſo could con-. ": 
th niently Meet, and have Perſonal Compmunis, © 
ner hſi:one with another. "3 
ena Churches, either ſo Numerous, and ſo Di- 
ie onbant one Member from another, as neither 
diattþn the Miniſter Inſpet, Watch over, and O- 
 Andfferſee them all 3 or their Habitations ſo Re- 
ſider hote, as not to Meet frequently for Perſonal 
D-Jommunioa , we have no Account of in Holy 
(1DLUYC, 
ron : Note here, That the Members of a par- 
vin cular Church, are ingaged by Covenant to 
Rn-$0d, and-one to another ; to God, as the A- 
vhogoſtle | hints, 1 Coy,.8, 5, They firſt gave 
t wHemſelves up to the Lord ; as in our Baptiſm, - 
Gale Seal to the Covenant of Grace; ſo, when 
$ of Þ Riper Years, we are Admitted to the Lord's 
7 (0:W9þer ; we Seal to, and Renew our Bapti/mal 
r&Fagements to be the Lord's for ever. 
hid'FAgd then, one with another, to walk toge- 
er In all God's Ordinances, and in the Mu- 

Fl Performance of the Duty of Church- Mem- 
ua F5 one to another, as 1s hinted, 2 Cor. 8. 5, 
th$—-And- then to us, by the Will of God, to 
ha Gorerned according to Goſpel Order. 

fg And its to be obſerved, that all Particular 
thePurches have- an latrinlick Power, of firſt 

ming, and then Governing themſelves ac- 
ow Fding to the Laws of Chriſt. | 
ow, particular Churches , as they are 
Ft and Members of the Univerſal Catbolick 
+; Church on Earth, ſo they are more 

3 - or 
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A - or leſs Pure, 'according to the Time i it wh, 
"*theyTtive, and the Place.where they are: f L 
| "the Church being-in the World; and Che Wal 

' being an Unclean World , and there 

ſad Remains of Ignorance and Corruptioj 
| the very beſt of God's Children , even thi 
 fters and Church-Rulers being ſubje&t to loud | 
+ Trance, Pride, and many Corruptions az# 
© ns others, it unavoidably follows, had | 
| Church is {till in a ſtate of great Imperfetinſf® 
{-. "nay, ſometimes bad Men, that have no 
Union with Chriſt, nor are Members of i 
Church Inviſible, yet Intrude themſelves uh”. 
the Y/3ble Church for baſe ends , and preilf. 
hinder its Reformation : thus it happeigi | 
there is ſo great a difference in the Pw 
and Reformation of Particular Churches lf 
being much more pure and better Refon | 
then others, 

Now, as it is in a Town or City, ſont | 
the Inhabitants are Sound and Healthfi | 
thers are labouring under ſome Indiſpoina 
yet not ſo great as to hinder Buſineſs, 
others are in a dying condition, oaſpinſl 
Breath. So1t 1s in the Viſible Church;i 
Particular Churches be much more Sovgli 
Pare, keeping cloſer to the Rules of thi 
pel, both in Holy and Sound Dodtrin, al 
Evangelical Diſcipline. | Hrs 

And yet in theſe purer and beſt Rein 1, 
Churches, there is, and will be, in this \ 
ſomething amiſs, as may be ſeen indie 
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Ot Churches. that ever were, or, I be- 
re WI --11 be ,\ thoſe Recorded in the New. 
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"_ Fament, and planted by the Apoſtles them- 


we [25 
100 That Famous Church of Corinth, that did 
a hy "pound in Spiritual Gifts, that, when they 
One together, there was not room for to Ex- 
mY aſc them, 1 Cor. 14. 26. One had a Pſalm, 
ca. Witter bad 4 Doftrin, another the Gift of ſpeak- 
*& in an unknown Tongue, another the gift of In- 
a mreting Tongues, another a - Revelation, &c. 
"Phe Members of this Church were filled with 
FESpirit in an extraordinary way ; yet there 
"71s moch amiſs in this Church, there was 
viding and making Parties, and ſetting up 
. Me Miniſter above another, 1 Cor. 1. 12, One 
\ Was for Paul, another for Apollos, and others 
"Þr Cephas, &c. and this was the occaſion of 
Freat Contentions, There was alſo ſome in 
"Fbis Church who deny'd the Reſurre&ion from 
” the Dead, 1 Cor, 15. 12, And great dif- 
-rders there was among them in their ap- 
or proaches to the Lords Table, Chap. 2. 
31 And fo-likewiſe in all the other famous 
4 Fturches, as Epheſus, Galatia, Smyrna, Perga= 
$95, &c. and others were yet much more cor- 
Qropt, as Sardis, Laodicea, Rev. 3. 1,2,3, and 
£06, 17,18, 19, 20, And from hence I would 
raw an Inference or two. 
4 1-1tis hence Evident that .there may be 
<7 much amiſs in a Particular Church, and - 
2Þ< it may be a Church of Chriſt, And here _ 
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” 1 ſhall give the words of that Learned, | 
Proteſtant, Lord Ple/ſis Mornai, * They F 
* faith he, in his Treatiſe of the Chylfy/# 
* Page 31. Erring Churches, which Frrafung 
* Heretically, or Sciſmatically, either in {We 
* or in Charity, againſt the Right Rilefa 
&* Chriſt 3 and yet, for all this, both th: 
'<©. and the other are truly Churches, i, m 

ſemblies, that make Profeſſion” of Chifiney 
but they are not Pure Churches, not ſerie | 
God in Purity; even as' a Lying Perſyjfſcn 
truly a Man, tho* not a true Man ; oy 
Perſon under ſome Diſeaſe, is a Manjpvm 
not a Sound and Healthful Man. Wemvit 
not preſently conclude that Churches arzgfre” 
Churches, becauſe cl.cre is much amiſs inthag#ny 
2. That in Seperating from any Chuſſpc 
it muſt not be with the breach of Charijiſiſti 
from the Sin and Corruprtions of any Cul, t 
we may, nay, we muſt Seperate : We upgs: 
bave no fe llonſhip with the unſruitful wala Al 
darkneſs. But yet, we are not haſtily anda a 
ly to Unchurch a Peopie for ſome remain” 
Corruptions among; them ; but ſtill;comuſd 
tain the Unity of the Spirit, in the Boagp'mL 

Peace, and to depart from none-furthertlp"ur 

they depart from Chriſt-; but ſtil}: to'W thr 

Communion with thew in all lawful thingsÞ"e! 

ObjeF. But. ſuppoſe a Church makepen 

things the Terms of her Communiog, #89 *7 

either really Sinfol, or doubtful ; And ON ch 

poſe them on ne, that, if I contform.n00g 
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1&1 am Suſpended,” Excommunicated,'or 


of-from the Communion of that Church. 
ſy, In this caſe I do not wilfully or 


+ @Minsly- Seperate my ſelf from them ;/ 1 
i NT tT. yet hold Communion - with 


wt, io alllawfol things, 1 would con=- 


then and comply ſo far as God's Word-, 
':-my own Conſcience will allow me : But 
"they make Laws and Canons, that, unleſs I 
he up to ſuch an height of conformity 
or(llich God's Word and my Conſcience con- 
1: 4Þ00s 25 Sinful, 1am depriv:d, Suſpended, 
at tmmunicated, and thereby deny'd Com- 
Veagiion, it is my Duty to Worſhip God elſe- 
arehere;; nor am I any Schiſmatick, nor guilty 
nelgdny Schiſm , or breach of Charity , for 
Checking, if I am a Miniſter, or joyning for 
haWiſtian Communion, if 1 am a Priv ri- 
Chu, to another Congregation, where theſe 
Fe wigs are not Impos'd upon me, Mark what 
zwb Apoſtle ſaith, Rom. 16. 17. ark them 
ndrdlf cauſe Diviſions and Offences, contrary to the 
nan971n that ye have learned. So that thoſe 
onſcnv make unwarrantable Terms of Church 


gotlþ in a Diſcourſe of Schiſm. in Print, ſo 
thi | {.carnedly* 
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[  no,more: but deſire the Reader-to | hi 
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from. being. guilty, of-this:Sin, that 


ſmall/Treatiſe,'if he'want further f 
in-this matter -: See all the vi 


this-Book, of be 


3++Altho' I am thos-; by. una 


Tenns of Confmunion -Jmpoſed Ia ay 


forced -to joyn with another Conga 


yet,as-I' dare not Unchurch that Chun 


whenceI am. driven, ſo I dare x 


Church, to-which 1 am now Unite [ - 4 


diftin&t or ſeveral Church , any othe 


" AS It is a-part or Member of che 


or \Catholick Church ;, and; upon thy 
Fam .yet willing to hold Communion 


other Churc hes, Tho? leſs Purey and ay ; 


reforard, provided they yet hold th 
tion , fo far as I can doit ithout 
and conſenting to their Corruptions. 
- TI. Next ler us conſider a Particulaty 
in it's Parts, 

Now every Particular Church my 
ſider?d as conſiſting of two Parts, 
Scripture thus repreſents, Ats 20. 


Miniſters are called 2Hiocoms, Bil nh # 
dred Overſeers in our Tranflatid i: 


the reſt of the Church, as diſtingul 

it's Officers, are calld male, fl. 
little Flock : ſo here are the IT, 
Parts of the Church, 4M 


1, The Overſeers, the MiniſleF 
= JM 
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MBoviers of this Flock, or Church 'of God. 

my The Flock, as diſtin from its Officers, 
a4 zre to be Overſeen, Fed, Ruled, and 
ern d-according to God's Word: | ---* 


wi Thin with the firſt, #2. The Chofches 


"*Fcers, and'theſe are ſuch'as God hath Law- 
ms: called; and whoſe Miniſtry he vſeth in 
WE o-2hering and governing-of the Church, 
WT theſe are either, 1. Extraordinary, or 
wh dinry.”  -- | 
df Eiedinary Miniſters are ſuch whom 
fl raiſed vp, vpon extraordinary occaſions, 
tr to eſtabliſh a new Government in the 
vdrch, or to repair the. Old Government, 
Wn it was decay'd: And ſuch an Extraordi. 
ve Miniſters have always Extraordinary 
wi and Extraordinary Gifts ; ſych as Pro- 
wy, Tongues, and Miracles; ſuch were the 
'Wphets in the Old Teſtament, who were 
$. £4 vp» and immediatly ſent of God ; and 
wy was Tohn the Baptiſt, Feſus Chriſt, and the 
"Witles, in the New Teſtament, 
Wow theſe Extraordinary Miniſters , to- 
Mer with Extraordinary Gifts, continu'd fo 
wp 25 it pleaſed God, and the Churches ne- 
wy requir'd them , and is now wholly 
Ved ; for none are now thus Extraordina- 
uy called, nor Miraclouſly Gifted, for the 
100rk of the Miniſtry; | | 
ofF Ordinary Miniſters. are ſuch who have 
, vary Gifts, and an Ordinary Calling, are 
wa continued in the Church to the end of 
World, - - - And 
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And 'of theſe Ordinary Chun 
there are Two ſorts. :Þ 
1. A lower and Inferior ſort. p; 
whoſe proper Work and Buſineſs is1a1 | 
the Alms and Collections, or other., A WV. 
made by the Church for the Poor ; offil! 
diſtribute them to the Poor, + .; + Feat 
- And, tho? this be an Inferior Offcey {not 
Tables, as the Apoſtle terms it, Ara 
the Power of Ordaining theſe doth-ad ' FF 
the People; they, indeed, make choudin 
Perſons, As 6. 343 but the 4p Ur 
dained them by Faſting, Prayer, andln 
on of hands, v. 6. y fa 
2.' A higher, and more noble 0 by). 
Church-Officers, whoſe work principal 
in Prayer, and the Miniſtry of the-Wlſſord 
the Apoſtle tells us, v. 4. oh 
Now theſe Church-Officers are 
mr, Biſhops or Overſeers, Ads 20.1 Tis 
Twp mens, ' Precbyters or Elders, v. nl fone 
Eph. 4. 11. Paſtors and Teachers, two Mp"! 
as-is moſt probable for one and the antliÞ- - 
Now, in diſcribing theſe Charch-0 Of v | * 
ſhall anſwer theſe five Queſtions,  {% 
{, Whether Scripture Biſhops, Preapelif 4 
Elders, and Paſtors, are ſeveral diſtin&(l , 
in the Church, or one and the ſame??? , 
II. Whether now, under the jy | 
Miniſtry be a ſtanding Ocdin_y % 
ſters ſet apart, from all others, fora 
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poll, Whether a_ meer -Zayman , . that has 
"6s, and is defir'd to Exerciſe them, may 
 (edinarily Preach, and Adminiſter the Sacra» 
"" ante ? | 


wall. Whether Ordination of Perſons, to 

Miſter in. the Church, be to be perfornyd 
we Faſting, Prayer, and Impoſition of hands, 
v&not 

p: \. Where this Ordaining Power 18 lodg'd, 
as Jeſus Chriſt, whether in a Dioceſan Biſhop, 

in the Elders, Presbyters, all Paſtors of the 


arch, or in the Body of the People, 5. e. 


li [ite ,graver Members of a Particular 
by). Whether Scripture Biſhops, Presbyters, or 


rs, are} ſeveral diſtint Officers in the 


arch, or ſeveral Names for one and the 
"We kiad of Church-Officers ? 

{Now that a Byhop, and Presbyter or Flder, 
be New Teſtament, are but, ſeveral Names 
-Fone and the ſame Church-Officer, .is abun- 
alWtly Evident, 

8. From 47s 20. 17. St, Paul ſent to 
ſus for weo8 mes , the Elders, or Pres-" 

"F*75, for the Word {ignifieth both ; theſe 
F< the ſame 28. are call'd rooms, Bi- 
10885. Take beed to your ſelves, and to the Flock 
+" which the Holy Ghoſt bath made you ions 
"ht a. Biſhops Thy Overſeers, thoſe he . terms 
” AANE 


. e calls Byſhops, v.29. 
'Tis clear-from Phil, I . 1. ;Paul and Ti- 


W weus, the Servants of Jeſus Chriſt, to all the 


Saints 
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* Sant in. Chriſt Feſus, which art' a0 
" with the Cyber and” Deacons : here arti 
Ehurctybat two 'ſorts-of ChnrchiOſkee | 
Biſhops and Deacons ; Deacons were t 0) \s 
afterithe Poor, ſo that 'by 'Biſbops ml 7 
be:imeant the ſane -Church-O cers 
A852, 17, called:Eld#s.” Therefors * \f 
Syriac Verſion, its rendr'd Presytersal qi heſ 
#iſters ; the: Word Biſhop and Predhinirg. 
Promiſcuouſly uſed for one and. the q:: 
Church.Officer. Again, in 1 Tim, 3 vo h 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of the Office of a Fthe 
makes no'mention of any' other Chard '* tht 
till he comes to that of a Deacon, v, 14, 
makes it evident the Apoſtle knew'dl 
ther then to be Ordain'd in the Chard ©. 
by: Biſhops muſt needs be- the ſame'0 be c 
meant as are before called Pres ; 
ders, W 

3. This/is alſo evident from che id 
and- Learned Proteſtant Divines, > k: 
gathers many Teſtimonies from'Antuuſ. 
prove a-Biſhop and a Presbyter all oy" 
'Corbets Remains, Page 111, and Lai q- 
lanus tells us Presbyters * and Biſhop! ar, 
by Divine __ both wining 
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Walks is; the fame" thranneri-ant by vertue of "|: 
T Ro Autry! jg x Mind are 7 Þ 
yt of oor Engl Proteftaiit Divines i" -*- 
4ſt 2, Whether 'now, under” Ne on 

nfalthy be 4 tanding' Ordinance, and Miniſters 

oh 44 pr all orhers, fir Gofpet Wo kv Om 

a Anſwer this "Afirinitively* arid prove 
eſe Arputhents, (7D 24 05: TR ates 
ere, 1.” The 2niirys 4 Nanding Ordi- 
We; for, from the Beginning of the World 
{& had 2 certain* Order of Men' ſet -apart 
iſhSthe 21 ry.'- Utider the Law, every one 
Wc not 'be.a Prieſt, the Prieſthood belonged 
2c Frft-born,' Gen, 25; 31. which was af- 
ovards' conferr'd upon the Levites, Numb. 
r&S5, 16,17. The Prieſthood reſted in the 
e'(8be of Levi, they were Ordained and fet 
21482 by God to Serve in the Tabernacle : thus 

- ſed till the coming of Chriſt ; and' thoſe 
1 Invaded it wete ſeverely- punifſtyd by 
ME; 2 dreadfol Inſtance we have in Numb. 
igh 2. They roſe up before Moſes, with certain of 
OÞ!ldven of Iſrael, 2.50 Princes of the Aﬀſems 
es famous in the Congregation, Men of Re- 
ran p Verſ.'3: And they gathered | themſelves 
tis ain Moſes and againſt Aaron,” and 
"to them, Te take too: much upon -you,' ſee- 
Mx 4! the Conpregation ' are boly, every one of 
nal, te Lord is:amongſt them : Wherefore then 
ye 4p your ſelves above the Congregation 'of 
23-014.” Now obſerve; that \bhe* Prieſthvod 
"Y, by: God's'own - Appointiricnt ;+fixt \in 
=. Aaron 
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F > aroy--gnd.' his Sons ; cnet the f 
4 = EY Pride and Ufurpation/inj 
they cvying--out, 'they t 
webem ; the People are al boly, ev 
uy > e.. The whote Congregation a e4 
une; Prices: and _ as: mach Ry 
. Whwfte ip the: Pricſts Office as 
Sons the: te Ps Oe ne 
Aaron ang his'Sons only. were ta be Jh 
-whether all the Congregation had- nat 7 - 
Right to it as they : But,,. behold tn ye 
decides this Controverſiez, Moſerog dghy 4 
;Aarox and his Sons, on the one part; 4 
-rah and all his Company on their P at Ln 
each one, his Cenſer, and appear bye" 
Lord, that God might ſhew who: 
Choſen , Ferſ. 5, 6, 74-9, 10, 16,17 
Buc behold the Dreadful Judgmental 
all theſe that were, not content to% 
in their Place, . but would Invade i 
of the Prieſts ; "the Earth Opens an 
them up, Yer/. 31: 32. together milhii;; 
Company, Wives, Children, A Te 
that pertained to 'them, ſee ral Ps 
Terrible Example upon 'the lavage; 
Miniſtry. : 
- And "tho' when Chriſt came tet 
the' Prieſthood of Aaron ;, yet theGi 
” - Fr; was ſet up in the Room of i wy 
' >; +; £0. the _ ple ing | 
- -, Twelve les ; theſe, rogethermany © 
Diſngts he ſent torch t to Preag cy Hy 


OY . 
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& theſe, by Faſting, Prayer, and Im; ofition z 
Hands, Ordained, and ſent forth others, as Ys 
evident, AG 1. 24, 25. As 6. 6, Aets 1 


os 23. And thus it was all along in the- 2 
tfimitiye Church, and was never Controvert= 3 
wl-tfll-in the laſt Age, by thoſe Furious Inno<* © 


x; ters in Germany, Servetus, Knipperdoling , bs 
a '" of Leiden together with' the Socintian | : 


eſt : from whence thoſe in Enyland , that 
for Denying, or Invading the Amiſtry , 


. 


@7e borrowed all their Arguments. 

agg. 1. That Ordinance, to which many 

+ Wgccious Promiſes are made, muſt, certainly 

it. Jug ont! thoſe Promiſes are fulfilled ; but 

Fs Ere.are many Promiſes to Miners, and the 
mſry of the Goſpel; And theſe Promiſes - 


p F 
7M 997, nor will not be all fulfilled till the end 
raffle World; therefore a Goſpel Atiniftry 
wu ll {o-long continue. 
820d, long before Chri/t's Coming, Promiſed 
Cape Church.a Diſtin& Order of Men ta 
Miniſters, Iſa. 52. 7, 8. How beautif.d) upon 
Mountain are the feet of him that bringeth 
8. Tidings, that publiſheth peace, that brings 
* ud Tidings of Good, that publiſheth Salvation. 
"WM ut Jaith unto Zion, thy God Reipneth, * Thy 
men [ball lift up their voice, &c, x 
EN, that: ſomething more is here deſign- 
hen the Deliverance from Babylon, is evi= . 
Eg And that it is, a Promiſe of a Gofpet | ©! 
is clear from Rom. to, 14415, 16,17, - 
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upon thy Walls, O Fervſalem , which ſhdlwls 
bold their peace day nor night, &c, Solk$; 
20, 21. and Jer. 3.15. / mill give with; 
ftors after my own heart , Jer. 23, 4. 1a 
#up Shepherds over them, Now, theſe, andif 
ny more, that might be Quoted, are Proaif ac 
of a Goſpel Miniſtry, as moſt, if not all, On. 
dox Divines Interpret them, © , + 
Again, Mat. 28. 20. Go Preach and Mlifo, 
( ſaith our Lord Chrift) and lo I amnitff0r, 
#0 the end of the World. ; Be 
. Arg. WI. If the Miniſtry was appointlfſtey 
Chriſt, for the PerfeQing the: Saints, thi 
mult continue till the Saints are Perfeddly 
that will not. be till all Saints are gathed# , 
Heaven ; but the former is true, Eybe/þlſbup 
therefore the latter. | 5. 
Arg. IV. If Jeſus Chriſt in the Giiiay 
made Proviſion for a Goſpel Mini, Wh t! 
Goſpel Miniſtry is God's Ordinance, Mifeth, 
former is true, Gal. 6.6, Let bm Wihms, 
Taught in the Word, communicate to her, 
Taught him, in all good. things, 1 Cot All 
The Lord bath ordained, that thoſe wii NPuty 
the Goſpel ſhould live of the Goſpel, 
Arg. V. If the Goſpel call the Mw But 
Office, it certainly is an Office ; but ther Pr; 
doth cail the Miniſtry an Office, and Mid (th 
the Officers of Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Tim. 3.\Pifts | 
Man deſire the Office of a Biſhop, be dyWiſpile 0 
work. =o 
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ain Queſt, Iſl. VVbether a meer Lay-man , or 8 
lefprivate Chriſtian, who bas Parts and Gifts, and 
We defred by any Church, or vmber of Chriſtians, is 
yaltts Exerciſe them ; may ordinarily Preach, ana. iz 
In Adminiſter the Sacraments ? | Ez 
nl Bat here, to remove Miſtak this Queſticn-Þ 
: ay doth not concern _ 
On 
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; * 1, Such, who are bred np, and deſigned 
4 Miffor the Miniſtry, and Preach ſomerimes before 
1 mROrdination, ad probandam facultatem, 
'# 2. Nor what may be done where no 2Minz. 
uayſry may be had. 
WPF 43, Nor what Perſons Extraordinarily cal> 
fecedMed. as the Prophets and Apoſtles were, may do. 
et 4 Nor what Private Chriſtians may, and 
beſ.pÞught to do in their Families. 
'& 5. Nor whether a Company, of Chriſtians 
wW"2y not, out of the time of Publick Worſhip, 
77, Pn the Lord's Day, or other Days, mect to- 
ether to Pray, Sing Pſalms, and - Repeat Ser. 
im none, and. tell their Experiences one to ang- 
0 DNROCT, | 
cord All theſe things are granted to be the plain | 
who NPuty of Chriſtians. | ' 


4 


FF But, the Queſtion is, Whether it be lawful 

ther Private Chriſtians, how well ſoever Gif. 

d 9d (tho! they are deſired) to Exerciſe thoſe + |} 
+ ifts In.a Miniſterial Way, to take a Text, 
_ iſe Obſervations, Preach, and Adminiſter the 
> F74ments in Publick Church Alſemblies 2 

' C2 


"I Goſpel c arch 


i = "To this Queſtion, the nſwer i 1s, Ay, i 
-Sinful'and Unlawful for any Private Chit: 


FF 


G6 4N, CXCept as before Allowed, how well (t® 
Y- -Gifted , tho' deſired, in any Well Ord 


T/ 


Ht Church, for to take upon him the Free 
j- of the Word, and Adminiſtring the 
ments. 
This 1 Prove by the following Af 

Arg. 1. Such who undertake to Adv 
any Goſpel Ordinance, wichout Prev "4 
miſe, or Example in God's Word, ,Sionethi 
doing : But, for. 3 meer Private. Chai 
( except as before excepted ) to Admili 
any Goſpel Ordinance,Peculiar to the Mill 
he doth it without Promiſe, Precept, or All i 
Example in all God's Word ; therefore 
greatly in ſo doing. £ 

Now there is nothing more rin  % 


'S 
* 


New Teſtament, then this, viz, "That Ol - 
Precepts require, and Goſpel Preſidents 
forth , Thar all thoſe that Preach the Gl 
ſhould not only have Grace and Pars 
deſired to Exerciſe them, but that tit 
Solemnly ſet apart for the Work, as 8h: 
from Tit. 1,5. For thts cauſe left ]therinl F 
that thou ſhouldeſ ſet in order thoſe things ili 
wanting, and Ordain them Elders in evay6 0 F 
T had appointed thee, 

By Elders,here is not meant Gifted Bit 
ſimply, but Biſhops and Presbyters, as Vej 
8,9, 10,11. and theſe mult be Ordai *" 
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2 Another Command is, 1 Tim. 5. 22. Lay 
ws # bands ſuddenly on no Man, 9. d. Ordain Mi. 85 
SF iters ro Adminiſter Goſpel Ordinances, but» | Yz 
"Wo it with great Deliberation ; have a care” 
*S:hou_doſt not Ordain unmeert Perſons to that "NS 
SJOſice.” This is plain trom the Context, v. 
-m Þ 18, 19, 20, 21. 5 Fm 
1 Another Precept is in AQs 13. 2» 3. And as ©}; 
by miniſtred to the Lord, and faſted, the Holy | 
yl Floft ſad, Separate me Barnabas and Saul. for 
lh he work hereunto 1 have appornted them - And 

: "adkes they bad Faſted and Prayed, and laid their 
Wide on theme, they ſent them away. 

24; vere 'ris very obſervable, that tho” Paul and 
Bernghas were Extraordinarily called to the 
*tinfry, and had Miraculous Gifts 3 yet God . 
-— Fmmands them to be folemnly fer apart for - 
ny. te Work, by Faſting, Prayer, and Impoſttion of 
'— Waeds,* Thus Scripture Precepts require ſuch 
"XS Preach, to be Solemnly ſet apart. 

«Ml 90; in like manner, if we eye Goſpel Exam- 
. "Wes, we. find, that ſuch as were ſent out- to” 
« W/each, were thus Solemnly ſet apart, and none 

-inf eNtont without it, 

"eight. *9r» the 4poſtles themſelves had » beſides 

8 fitneſs for the Work, a Commiſſion from. 
"141 ſus Chriſt, Mat. 28. 20, 21, and, in A&s'6. 
FW” ow have Men full of the Holy Ghoſt; yet: 
val! moſt be Solemnly ſet apart by Ordination, 
458 his was the Order in all Churches,none-were 
XJ out till Solemnly ſer Apart, Acts 26, 17, _. 
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W- A. 2. For any to take upon him anW&1 
7 of Othce, being 20 Officer, is Sinful ; buth$v: 
Wt Gitted Brethren to take on them to Prax 
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&c. is an Act of Office, therefore Sinful, | 1 
Naw Freaching the Goſpel is an A&R. 


77 y - , » . 

WW Office, proper to Miniſters, as is clear fngfton 
Bi* 1 793. 5. 17. Tit. 1, 5,9. £ds 20. 1alken 
1-1 Cor. 4.1. 1 Tim, 2.7. 2 Tm. 2, 11, Ngoc 


when a Private Perſon ſhaſl do an A&@rl 
Office, it is Sinful, even in Civil AfunÞav 
Suppoſe a Private Perſon ſhall take vponkfÞn. 
to do the Office of a Conſtable, Recorder; Wons 
jor, Fuſtice of the Peace or Fudge ; How @tha 
minal would this be ? And is it not milM{ic 
more ſo in Religion. Ate 

Now Preaching the Goſpel is the Priqqſſmo 
and chief Part of a Miniſters Office ; them 2 
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firſt thing in the Commiſſion, Mat. 28, 20: 
Paul lookt on Preaching to be his great Wayum 
1 Cor. 1.17. 2 Tim, 4. 2. Preach the Waiiglon 
mſtant 1# Seaſon and out of Seaſon, | 


Arg. 3. 1f God was angry, in thetin 
the Law, with thoſe who did uſurp the 
Office; then God, being the ſame for em 
will be angry» in the days of the Goſpel 

thoſe who vſurp the Miniſters Office. - 3 

But God was angry with ſuch in the 
the Law, &c. p s. 

Ergo, he will be angry with ſuch-a6F 
days of the Goſpel: uſurp the MiniſterW 
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4 The Major is clear from Heb. 13. 8. God 
an M$ Immutable, the ſame yeſterday, to day,.and for  F 


but iFver. | 
Trex: The Minor is prov'd from» 
a. Þ 1, The Example of Uzzah, 2 Sam. 6. 6, 7, 
ARG. He dy'd for meddling with the Ark, which 
xr figfione might do but the Prieſts only, as is evi- 
17,8ent, Num. 4. 16. Uzzab's intention was 
weood; the Oxen ſtumbled, he lays hold on the 
AtWrk to prevent its falling, but he had better, 
Afun@ave let it alone ; the Lord ſmites him dead 
poukÞa the Place for tonching it. Good Intenti- 
ler, l dns can never juſtify Irregular A&ions : O 
ow (that ſuch who thiuſt themſelyes into the 
x miſÞficiſtry, would remember VUzz4h ; Are your 
*Fatentions and aims good» ſo was his, but God 
rigſmote hum for it. 
them 2. 'Tis clear from the Example of King 
, 20. Wzuiab, 2 Chron. 26. 16> and 20. - He pres, 
t Watgum'd to burn Incenſe ia the Temple, which 
WaigSlone belong'd to the Prieſts, and the Lord 
-Pmote him with a Leprocy. : 
'Y 3. Butteſpecially this is clear from the Ex. 


egy 


XZ 


 tafYmples of God's very remarkable Judgment 
ePmpn Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, Num. 16. 1, 
-eiP, 3 4 and 39. theſe Men thruſt themſelves 
pe, Wato the Prieſts: Office, and would offer Incenſe 

"Femſelves; And what was their Pretence ? 
e WV by, verſ.. 3. Te take too much upon you, ſeeing 
- F' the Congregation ts holy, every one of them, 
5 Pc. therefore they may offer Sacrifice, Preach 


x Ogod Pray as well as you: And is not this the 


very 


* A Gofpet Churcl ; 
b- very Controverſy at this day, all may ih 
{  vhy that have Gifts may Preach, 


Bur oh that ſach would remember they " 
df thoſe Men, whoR delign was to lent; 


if .. Majeſtry and Miniſtry, by crying down Mk. 


WH and faron, the Lord ſhew'd a dreadful Jute. 


ly 


7 - meat on them; the very - Controverſy i L- 
03 the Game then as now, Korab and his wi 
WY faid all might offer Incenſe, all werehF, 
Wi Our Brethren now ſay the ſame, evenall.. 
who hath Parts may Preach, &c, * 7 Ut 
Oh let the Lord himſelf decide thi. 
woverſy between us. And *ris here bn; ; 
ſuch an awful manner, that might make ti "* 
bold Invaders tremble, xR 
Avg. 4. If none may Preach but la: 
are ſent, then every gifted .Perſon' muy - 
Preach. But none may Preach but hag. 
are ſent, Ergo, &c. This is prov'd Roma fi 
1s. How ſhall th:y Preach except they bejWp + 
All that Preach Anthoritatively from ag. 
mult be ſent Immediatly from God or Une. 
-uhd then_they much prove their ſendingi8,, 
Miracles; or elſe mediatly by Men, £.% 5 
{. ſoch whom Chriſt hath appointed to ſep Ty 
#5 Kt apart, and ordain them to this Work. 
Wi "Now, without ſuch ſending, how-calg., 
Preach ? 3. e. they cannot do it duly, pro - 
bly, and by Authority from Chriſt; wg, , 
therwiſe there were, and ſtill are, ſome - 
7 ron before they are ſent, Jer, 23 1. 28. 
1 mot ſext theſe Prophets, yet they run, 86" 
| OW wo 1 
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-J0bj. Gifting is ſending. \ £1, 546 
vt, 1 deny it, Gifcs are-one thing, and 
Were not ſent to Preach; Paul and Barna- 
ent F had fingular Gifts, yet they muſt be Or- 
ht. we'd, 405 13.1, 2, 3, 1n Mat. 10. 1. Chriſt 
1 Fis'the 4po/[les, but, belides this, they muſt 
wa ſent, therefore, verſ. 5. Chriſt ſends them, 
* ol Arp. 5, If all that have Gifts may Preach 
"2&1 a1l that have Gifrs may Baptize, for none 
| $7 Preach that may not. Baptize; the Com= 
"" Fſſion-is to do both, at. 28. 19. Go Preach 
he of #Bgjtize. To Preach is the greater Work, 
$9 Baptize the leſſer Work 3 now he that may 
| 4F.the greater, may undoubredly do the 
* Mer, 1 Cor. 1. 17, Chriſt jent me not t0,Bap- 
OW, but to Preach, &c, 7. ce. Comparatively, 
Wo much 10 Baptize as to Preach, 
*Wf you have no Commiſſion to Baptize, . as 
"AS Laymin hath, thin have you'nane to. 
"Exh, but few Laymen pretend a Power: 
4 Baptize, OF. ---. 
; *&47. 6. If none may Preach but ſoch as-- 
- # 1cain'd; then every. one who hath Gifts - 
© F} ot Preach. 
Pot none are to Preach but ſuch as are Or- 
$19, as is clear, Ads 13. 3. Qs 15, 22. 
£6 14. 23. but more of this by ard by. 
72. 7. That which ſprings from Pride, . 
4 conceitedneſs within vs, or from Hereti-- 
aw Schifmatical difturbers of the Church. - 
| Gxs Withons: |. 


þ 
© i 


Hiding another ; many Thouſands are Gifted ** 


IJ Goſpel c bel 


'F boot us , cannot be of God;* xr 080 
"Eauſa, talis effeFus, aS is the Cauſe, ſh 
Effect. Pe 
Naw that one Man invades anoth I 
and Office, is from Pride , the thing ymſ® 
ic ſelf; ſuppoſe 1 ſhould intrude iato theky 
Privy "Council , or the Judges Seat of | 
Place of a Conſtable, or Juſtice of the fk 
- would be evident that Pride was the li 
c. 
Again, this Opinion, That all, thu 
Gifts, may Preachi, was firſt invented, 
2d, and fet on foot by Socinians, 
Quake Ty Axtipedobaptiſts , and ſuch lit 
the laſt Ape, in Germany and elſewhete,th 
fore a Sinful agd dai Zerous Pradticy 
Now that this Opinion \ had ſuch an 
is evident from their own W ritings,al 
'the Reformed Divines of Germany, th 
_ the OY of that time, &c. I 
8. That which 1s contrary t0UÞ:- 
Refo* med Churches, Principles and! 
in every Age and Place in the whole 
muſt be very Sinful, but this Praftice ag 
men Preaching, 1s ſo contrary, Ergo, 0 
Read you all the Ancient Fathers, 
Divines, they all condemn this Pratt} 
all rhe Canons, Decrees of Cougcily 
Foreign and Domeſtick Divines,.# 
Calvin, Luther, Occulam Palins, po 
"tens, 'Posl, Hammond, Perkins, 
no/ds, "Scadder, and a Thouſan1 wor 
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a> al Confeſſions of Famous and Reformed: JF 
urches of Piedmount, France, Geneva, Hel» "12 

' Wetia, Scotland, Englind, &c. © All, as out of ff 
+ p$0e Mouth, condemn theſe Lay-Preachers as | b 

- whot ſent of God, &c. | Tt 


eat, or}; ObjeFions Anſwered. 
tht. Ertor hath always ſamething to ſay for it. 
cif; ſo have our miſtaken Brethren : They. 


6 
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® 
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ea 
Objett. I, The Loyd commends Abraham” 
lor Teaching bis Family, Gen. 18.19. therefore 
- 4eUPrivate Perſons may b2 Preachers | 
lf nſw, 'Tis a 101 ſequitur, that, becauſe A- 
{braham taught his Family, therefore Laymen 
may Preach : * Tis the Duty of every Chriſti>, _ | 
&n that hath a Family to inſtru& them in the ? 
aWcar.of God ; but it follows not that there- F# 
ore they may Preach : 'The one 1s a Private { 
AChriſtians Work, the other an A& of Office, FÞ } 
/ to"), Ict it be granted Abraham Preached Pub--Þ 
1 PafWlickly, yet it helps not the ObjeQors, for A-" F- 
le WE#14bam was a Prophet, Gen. 20. 7. | 
ie ffs OÞJcA. 11. Eldad and Medad Proprecy and 
1 &Þ Moſes wiſhes all the Lovads People were Prophets, 
1 Nan, 11.25. and 30. Therefore we may Preach. . | 
»# AAnſv. You Err, not knowing the Scrip--$ 
ac ture, theſe Seventy Elders were Extraordina- | 
w ily Called, and Miraclouſly Gifced, ſo are not 
a ' Again, This was only a Spirit:of *G6 wh} 
6:10 20nt 3the Lord hereby convinces "the Whlleny | 
n-:--  Congregeo| 


14! oiigregation of 1ſrae!, that be had "Chilfir 


theſe to Aſſiſt Moſes in the Goverh 
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| ruins the People in the Nature of the1a 


£0 conclude, that becaufe God choſe 70 
to Afhitt Moſes in the Government, they wb; 


| any. that have Gifts may Preach. fn 


Obgect. LH. *T75 ſaid, 2 Chron. 17, "hg x 


wet Compared with 2 Chron, 19. 6, 7; 


gd 
hoſaphar 4nd Hezekiah ſent "dyes end A: 
to Teach the People, Thureſure ſuch as area \S 
Office may F reach, "_ Ot 


Fi +Þ Anſiv, A pretty fort of L ogick ; - Ttathl 


cauſe Judges, or others , Employed by tk| 


j _— * yg "04 FÞ " 
ung, In Reforming, The iſorders of a þ 


«10m, go from City to City, Teaching andfts 
re 
{2 


| : 
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: 
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hereto c Gifted Men out of Office may Pex 


7 T7 nt our . Rings give laſtruQion tot , 
1k ade 3&5 ? And do nn Qt the Jv udges at every 


fe give a"Charge to a!] preſcnr, eſpecl 


: BY gilt; ates ? And is not Religion oft 


Fubject they give in Charge ? Would notth 
{oo v 4! : for % ie to Argue ; I may Preach, W 
nu, ie i'r Judge ff eaks of Fells ;7i0n ? Moreon! 
{ it be confider'd. that the Civil Laws, wh 
S the Jews Common wealth was Goverdia 


ee eee EnS 
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Bf 25 the #Za!y Scripture; So that it was imp 1 


ie to Reform the C omm 2n vealth, bu th 
art OPEen the Natnre of the D: vine Law" 


lh dp we have 20 ge that this tl 


herwiſe, then by Their Commanding ® 


1 Piicits 48d " Levites,that went with themton 


Cu Ou ; ies od "I" and prong che 
y 1 Wi 1vV; Fliſha was called from the __ F I 
| Ing 19. l9, and Amos from the Heards ; or rs | Sr 


bmay we, - 

We Theſe / as' they were Miraculouſ} 

'"Y {o they were Miraculovſly Coby, : 

| when Amos was forbid-to' Preach;he does 

| Flead his'Gifts, but his Commiſh on, Amos 
meat 
7 & V. The ApoſHes were mean Men, ne- 
[tat by. 4 Scholars, &c. They 'Preached, fo- may 


kf, 

Vo Feſus Miraculovufly firted them with 
uh fs; even the Gift of Aracles ; and then' 
e Lat the them /a Commiſhon : Hath he done ſo by 
od a Prove it; and we will heartily own you, 
to ſt, 10, 1. 5. 

errPbjed: VI. The Scribes and Phariſees' were 
pray Perſons in Office, yet they Taught, fo may 
oft th 
10t thin/w. I deny it : They were either Prieſts 
ch, #8 Levites, as Joby 1. 19, 2.4. or elſe Prophets ; 
oy «Y {oof any Tribe, 

; Wa VII. Stephen being a Deacon, and 

Paſtor in Of fice, yet Preached , ſo may me. 
ind ſw. Stephen was an Ordained Church» 
ur rieÞicer, &c, And what he faid was no Ser- 
r + lf ; but, being accuſed of Blaſphemy,' he 
s da es an Apology for himſelf ; as the Martyrs 
5 6 - This Proves nothing. 
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upon them, As 11.21. 5. e, They weth 
traordinarily called, and Inabled to Worth 
racles to confirm them, as this Phrakiy 
ports, Ezek. 3.14. 2 Kings 3.15.'* 
ObjeRA. IX. Apolos Taught, and hue 
the Baptiſm of John, &c. Acts 18. 24,4} 
Anſw. Apollos was a Miniſter , 1 Cor. jþ 
Who ts Paul, or who is Apollos but Miniſtes! 
He was an Eloqueat Man, mighty iu the: 
ptures, excellently qualified by God in4 
traordinary way. | 
ObjeR. X. *'T1s ſaid, 1 Cor. 14 
may all Praphecy one by one ; So mg 


Anſu, | 
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Wu Objet. XI. Heb. 5. 11. 
Wſ#time ye ought to Teach others, &c. 

* A:ſw. There is a kind of Teaching, the 
the Duty of every Chriſtian; as Parents, Mas» 


not Miniſterial Teaching the Apoſtle ſpeaks of. 


eb Objeft, XII. Chriſtians are a Royal Prieſt= | * 
{ #99, Kings and Prieſts, therefore they may | 


My Preach. 
FF 1. This is ſpoke of all Chriſtian Saints, Men, 


Women and Children ; but all ſuch may not | 


2 
il Preach, 


vs Invade the Throne ? The mcaning is, ever 


| Child of God is brought nigh to God, to of» 
iy fer the Sacrifices of Prayer , Praiſe, &c. ta} 


kt God, What's this to the purpoſe. 


| 


ay ters; and one Chriſtian another ; *tis ſuch, and. 


2, Every Chriſtian is a King ; May he then 


od 


F- 


As 


All} 


"a br Ft 


A Goſpel Ch 


EAI the reſt of their aefions are :, 
force, prove nothing to the purpoſhl? 
2 | weary with Anſwering them,*i1 


a 
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CHAP: Iv. 


| Whabe Ordimation of Perſons to es 
is to be perforn*d by Faſting, Prajts a 
*,.* poſition of hands > As alſo. ſhewing wha; 
© Ordaining power is lodg'd by Jeſus "*hif i 
*. -whether in a Dioceſan Biſhop, the Peoy Y, 
in the hands of Presbyters ? Whether 
 Cawful to bear Laymen Preach, &c. © 7 


Queſt. 1V. Hether Ordination it > 8 
fons to the Miniſtry 
Xt perform'd by F ing Prayer and Impo/i Re . 
| bands, or not ? Þ ow! 
Anſw. *Tis neceſſary, in a Well. Ort oſtle 
| Goſpel-Church, rhat all} who are ſent ont Wie, 
Preach the Goſpel, be Ordain'd to that Will; "dr 
© by Faſting, Prayer and Impolition of hai Frie 
And this I prove by theſe Argimeny L FR 
'" Ag. 1. Ordination by Faſting), 
and Impoſition of hagds is necelſnp,t beta 
-all Scripture Examples of Ordination of @ 
' Perſons to Divine Offices in the'Church, by 
{thus made, and none without it. None, fl 
Mr. Clark, is, or can be produced to bzW 
Exvithout its we have Seriptore Warranbf 
| ey none for the negle@ of it, Null," 
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bi Les (halt bridle "the Levits before the Lord, - Es 
{' loplertt of 1ſrarl ſhall pus their bands - A} 
Ji the Levites, &c, So Ads 6, 6, There : 
I: hare Seven Deacons that were to ſerve' {| 
te.3 e, Adminiſter to the Poor, an In-' : } 

f Office in the Church, yet theſe muſt be 
ain'd by Faſting, Prayer and Impoſition'. |” 
"IF hand: Als 13. 3. Paul and Barnabas, 7}: 
on were Extraordinary gifted and called,  -/ 
"1 would yet have them Ordain'd by Faſt- 
"* Prayer and Iapoſition of hands - So Ads 
1; And a multitode of other Places. 

#**] aq, 2. We have an expreſs commandfor 
"1 Tim, 5. 22. Loy bands ſuddenly on n0 
where the Negative includes the Affir- 


< 
| 
» 
# 
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- by 


"LE ; 


" -* lay hands on Meet Perſons, and 


1 
+ vol 
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"Nov, a3 the Apoſtles Ordain'd Miniſters, 
\& mult all Miniſters be Ordain'd ; but the 
Pultles Ordain'd by Faſting, Prayer and Im- 
4 FMtion of hands, therefore all that are Or- 
$19 4to Preach the Goſpel muſt be Ordain'd 
"Fn ſame manner, 

84. 3. If it has been the conſtant PraQtice 
"oF te Church, all- along from the Apoſtles 
"Fes hitherto, to Ordain Miniſters by 
jr, Falting and Impoſition of hands, then 
Popnt to be continu'd in the Church, But 
$3035 been the PraRtice of the Church all a«' 
Ws therefore it ought to be continu'd. 
f.Calvm'in his Inſtitutions, Lib. 4. Chap. | 
Y wh after he had, in the cloſing _— 4 
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- Ordain'd Elders in the Church, viz By þ og. 
» 'Ing, Prayer and Impoſition of hands; kent 


© - Us, that the Primitive Churclies, in their le,t 
- der and Diſcipline, and Particularly in Wy, at 
[= making Miniſters, kept Preciſely tothehbs, B 
- 'Ntles Rules in their whole frame of Chad the 


Offices and Church-Gowvernment. here 

Queſt. V. Mhere 15 this Ordaining Imyjle ti 
todg*d by Jeſus Chriſt ? Whether in a Dior di 
Biſhop, or in the Body of the Church, awly A 
Miniſters of Chriſt ? þ the 

1” To be ture it is not lodg'd in a Dwifamp 
Biſhop, for it was proved before that aIhuld't 
ceſan Biſhop, as ſuch, is no where foulynot | 
Scripture, for being but a Preshbyter, an: 


God's Word, claim no Superior Powerdf#vb, 


other Presbyters, but what is given lin, 1 
conſent. and 

2. This Ordaining Powey-cannot lye uQuel 
People, for tho' the People have a pouuſn ? 


Ele& and chuſe, as is Evident A&s6, 3.1 thor: 


| © ye out Seven Men —— whom we may ago" 


but they have not the oy. Power, ogH1ov 
.$, 6. And they-choſe Stephen, &c, Whmipen v 
ſet before the Apoſtles, aud when they bad ag brf 
they laid their hands on them. eer Elegbat 
to the Miniſtry doth not confer the Jy b 


' Nil dat quod non babet. 4 1s 


If there be neither Precept, Promiſealf it 
ample in all God's Word, of, or to anjrci 
ple or Church that did Ordain theny® 
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AjlRors ; then" the People have no power ſo 


via there is neither Precept,] Promiſe or Ex- 

eric, therefore thoſe Ordain'd by the People 

in Wy, are no Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt. 

beh;, But this Ordaining Power lyeth wholly 
ind the Presbyters and Officers of the Church : 
-here is no Command, nor Promiſe, nor Ex 


; a - {ab 
» #e7pÞ- $54.0 
$. by is 
LS: 

& F427 
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7 Image to, or of any others in Scripture, that 
Diner did Ordam. Officers in the Church have 
any Authority from Chriſt to Ordain others 


þ the Mmiſtry, as Scripture abounds with 
Daxamples, Ads 6. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. the People 
iy 


4 Thuld not fo much as Ordain the Deacons, and 
owlynot the leſs, then not the greater, Ads 13. 
$44 14 This was the cuſtom in every 
cb, as this Scripture proves, and in every 
; þ, Tit, I, Fo 

And here let me add 
: Queſt, VI. Whether it be Lawful to bear Lay- 
gn Preach ? You have beard they have no 
3, th Y to Preach; Put may ne hear them 
Noout Sin 7 
7, now far it may be Lawful to hear them, 
men wecan poſſibly hear no Miniſters, is now 
Pagubtful, and I ſhall not determine. 

vat to chuſe to hear them, when Miniſters 
py be heard, is a Sin, which 1 prove thus, 

4 Tis certainly the Duty of every Serious ' 
APiſtian to joyn himſelf a Member to ſome 
mFticular Church, and to fit down under the 
irwyor of that Church as their Paſtor, and con- 
ay ſtantly 


F 
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ſtantly to hear him3 this is clear fron» \ 
Scriptures compar*d together, Mat, i} Þ- 
AQ. 28, 28. Weare to feed the Flog; 
muſt then know to what Flock or Fol 
belong, Ephb. 4. 11, 12. Heb. 13.7, 17, 

is "—_ _ hear ſuch that we wj- 
pray tor a Bleſling upen their Afi; þoi; 
this we cannot = x Faith, for {i 1 4 
God never ſent; we can pray for nothupherd © 
what God has promiſed ; but God nerays, 
miſled to Bleſs thefe Mens —_— | 

3. Nay, we are forbidden to 
Jer. 23. 16. Thus ſaith the Lord, beakn Fa 
the word of the Prophets that Proj i; © 


you. | 
Objedt, Theſe were flſe Prophets, =({;"; 
thoſe, you ſpeak againſt, ſpeak the Truth, Þ 
Anſw. Do not they ſay God ſent thifh |, 
whereas God never ſent them, nor gathþ.,. 
any Commiſſion , ſee wverſc. 21. I nanhh 
them. So Fer. 27. 14. 15, *Tis ll 
faith Learned Chemnitius, that none area - 
heard in the Church which are not ſaff.y 
God, l ſee 
4. Yet conſider further, that if they > - 
Preaching, as has been prov'd, then Wh1 | 
you, in hearing them incourage them nF, 2, 
Sin, and thereby make your ſelves parti, | 
of it ?  Freac 
Would to God weak, well-meaning, 
frans, that have more AﬀeCtions then en 
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It CHAT. VV: 
e ul + 
(ry, Foing the Duties 0” all the Members of the 
©, Church, beth Miniſters and People, to God, 
kughend One to Another. | 

"ty 


E have Jargely ſpoken of the Nature of 
Y the Miniſtry ; let us now conſider the 
Wy of Miniſters, both towards C od, and tc 

Flock, or Chureh over which they are pl.- 
(. 


J. Miniſters are to be Skilful, or Well} In- 
cd in the Myſteries of the Goſpel, which 
f ($ommitted to their Truſt, 1 Cor, 41. 1. he 
lh, c one holding faſt the faithful Word, 

What is able, by Sound Do&@rinc,to Exhort 
C Convince Gainſzyers, Jt. 1.9, able to di- 

the Word aright, to give every one 
d in his Seaſon, 2 Tim. 2. 15. they muſt 
*prell acquainted with the Scriptures, and 
— off! ſeen in the-Great DoArines of the Go- 
or a3 lim. 1.13,. 2 Tim. 2. 2. 

7 l, Miniſters are to Preach the Goſpel ; this 
"Þ Miniſters Great and Principle Work , 
07-1417. For Chriſt ſent me not to Baptiſe,but 
oj "reach the Goſpel : i, e, Baptiſm was not his 
y icipal Work, nor the main Buſineſs he 
"7 ſent about 3 for, that was -to Preach but 
an 


(01 


ret 


\ſ} 


&, would ſeriouſly lay theſe things to. 
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an Inferior and Subordinate Work, wii Te 
he did ſometimes, 2 Tim. 4. 1,21 ,28 
thce therefore before God, and the Ini I: 1 
Chrijt, who ſhall Judge the quick and duj@8vt 
appearing, and his Kingdom ; Preach thn 1 
be inſtant in ſeaſon, and ont of ſeaſm, mi eb( 
rebuke, exbort, with all long-ſuffering alſ}09 
Q- ine, ; Imeml 

[[I, Prayer is another part of a r ſp 
Work, Ia. $2.6, 7. / bave ſet Wat", © 
thy Walls, © Teruſaiem, which ſhall und, \ 
their reac? day nov nipht - Ye that matenlif! J" 
the Lord, keep not ſaience ; And pil y of 
ref till he maze Jeruſalem a praiſe mth '9- 
Acs 6. 4, But we will pive our ſelvs a Kn 
ally te Py :yer, and to the Miniſtry of th b 

IV. To Ctechiſe and Inſtru$ thelp | wh, 
in the Dodrin of Chriſt, to acquait}'*” 
with the Form of ſound Words; ti le, 
charges Timathy, To bold faſt the Fomd! -4 
wor 4s, or Scheme of Goſpel Truth, :\þ 
13. And in Ordaining others to the Vf® 
the Miniſtry, he charges him, Chap.1.ff" 
commit theſe things to faithful Men, W bow 
he able and willing to Teach others, | Dj 
15 a plain Command, not only to Pun 
Miniſters, to Catechife Children in thei 
mentals of Religion , Prov. 22. 6, Trl 
Child in the way he ſhould 20: Heb. (0 
to Catechiſe, Imitate, or Inſtru@. 

V. Another part of a /1iniſter's 
to Adminiſter both the Sacrament (* ? 
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q ul Tellament, Baptiſme and Lord's Supper , 
\ 1 28. 20. 1 Cor. 11. 23, ad finem, 
"T1. Another part of a Miniſter's Work is, 
I 4uY ule and Diſcipline the Church according to 
) r& Will of God. Miniſters are C burch 7 wlers, 
1 wlreþGovernours;and its the Urry of the Church 
wa honour and ſubmit to chem ,, Feb. 13. 7. 
- Emember them whi:h have t'; Rule ove you, who 
4 je ſpoken to you the Wor 4 0f Cod, nhufe E.auth 
thu IT, conſadering the end 0, their Cons erſ.ction, 
| wald, Verſ. 17. Obey them that Date the t ule 
leah you, &c. The Key of Dodrine, anc the 
arg of Diſcipline is committed to them, Mar. 
th, 19. {nd 1 will give unto thee the Keys of 
wn af} Kingdom of Heaven, and whatſoever thou 
th (lt bind on Earth ſhall be bound in Heaven ; 
e bu whatſoever thou [halt looſe on Earth ſhall be 
d m Heaven. This Text the Papiſts much 
. thWÞſe, to prove Peter to have a Power over all 
mm Poſter, and the Pope to be Peter's Succeſ- 
11 !o that according to them ,' the Pope's 
ener of Forgiving Sin is pretended to be 
2;8Fived from hence. But what is here given 
mop #271 1s but given him in the Name of all 
s F Oiſciples, as appears from John 20. 23. As 
the Binding and Looſing Power, ſome think 
refÞ0ly a Power to the Apoſtles to conſtitute 
7raÞ9Jing Ordinances for the Church ; others 
over of Church-Diſcipline to all Paſtors 
Phe endof the World. 
ſy 1. Another part of a Miniſters Work 
tr 0 vi/it the Sick, Jam. 5. 14. 1s any Sick let 
him 


OY, 24 

- $78 

a, F ® k 

— - ” 4 
! | | 


£7” rI 


© | 225 as | "ION 
*. £206 i W;, Ir8 
#4 AS... ww 
—_- Fs 45 a # 
= 2 y 
© IR; 0 < FOOT 
£ CANS: 4 - F ea. 135 
Wb; E 
, = 
©Y 
'* 


—_— 


—_— VS 


PX 


[ 
j 
| 
i 
; 
j 
[ 
' . 
F 
1 
: 
| 5 
| 
| 
} 
1: 
Y 
'S 
F 


7 oe ge On 20 eg, 
. - A Put 


Oy 4 O— 
LI ITS 72% 
1» Cty "+ Fi * 
wa 


- 
I III CE IOAGT Lochath. aw 
RY 
- 


wm 
F . 


C3 b& 
2 


bim call for the Elders of the Chureb, 
Pray over him, 
VIII. To comfort the feble-ninta 
bliſh the Weak and Wavering, 1 Thel; 
Now we exhort you Brethren warn then 7 
unruly , comfort the feeble-minded , ſum 


weak, be patient towards all men. 


IX. To Teach not only Publickly bu & 


. Houſe to Houſe, Acts 20. 20. 1 have tj {l, 


nothing from you, but have taught you lipir. 

and from Houſe to Houſe. bas 
X. To be an Example to the Fg 

Pious Aﬀections and Holy Converlat 

Tim. 4. 12. Be thou an Example of We 

in Word, in Converſation, in Charity, uh 

in Faith, in Purity. 


Il. Now let ns conſider the Duty il 4 
ſtians or Chur.h- Members. 


1. Towards God. 
wn To their Paſtors, c 
3, One to another. 


We are now come to conlider the: 
or Members of a Particular Church, a 
from their Rulers and Officers; andild 
all the Members of the Church exo 
Officers. Now, 

1. Their Duty towards God is C: | 
in the firſt Table, which is to kno ” 
fear him, cleave to him ; to hear, Ie 


x 
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oy y his Word, to ſandify his Name and 


J Sbaths; to wait on him and worſhip him in 
duWcic and Truth, 7ob. 4. 24. To chuſe him 
ef \8: our God, to follow hard after him, and ta 
"Wfjoht in him, and love him with all our 
Miu), Mind, and Strength, and to place all 
Joc Reſt and Happinels ia him, 34t.22, 37, 
| We). 37. 44 5* 
«11 The Duty of Church-Members towards 
Meir Paſtors and Miniſtcis , and thee are 
$1, To obey them in the Lord, zo, 13.7, 
ogy mber them that have th Rule over you, 
Wy ver, 17, Obcy them th. Puve the File 90 
My id ſubmit your ſelves, for they watch for 
ptr Souls, | 
$:2, To imitate their Pious and Holy Ex- 
Wples, Heb. 13, 7, Remember thom 194t o47e 
F Rule over you, who bave ſpoken to you the 
6 of the Lord, whoſe faith” follow, C9:if4 dc PINT 
end of ther Converſations, 
'3..To Pray for them, for ther 73 
t,and their Temptations and 12:{comrdge= 
For are very many, ev. 13. to. Pry for 
Wc 1 Theſ.'5. 25, 2 Theſ. 3. 1. Fina!y 
Wthren pray for us, that the Wo'd of the Lord 
w have free paſſage, 
T4 To Love, Honour, and very khighly 
"cm them for their Works ſake, 1 7heſ. 5, 
> 14. We beſcech you Þrethreu to know them 
> labour among you, and are over yu in the 
[v'd, and admoniſh you. And to e*com then 
ad 24 bighly in love for th:ir works fate, The 
; D  Wortd 


wr RR $f 4 
- IR: 
(ol 5 £4 


\ TW ox), 
"BB FF, 


M A Goſpel Charch "OM 


World hates,deſpiſeth and Reprochethth 
therefore you muſt Love and Eſteem tha$ ' 
5. To wait on and conſtantly atten{y# 
Miniſtry, for they watch for your Souls, Heh; 
17. If they are to be inſtant in Seafood. 1 
out of Seaſon, in Preaching, you muſt ken 
ſtant in Seaſon and out of Seafon in ef» 
Ing. bers 
6. Not haſtily or raſhly to receive ag 1g. 1- 
cuſation againſt them ; the World is qt 
fling, Dirt and Reproach upon them, bitnþ 9 
are not haſtily and groundleſly to beim 1 
receive what they ſay, 1 Tim. 5. 19, 
an Elder, receive not an Accuſation, but þ$ % 
_ or three witnc ſſes. One 
. You are carefully to examin andaÞ*, 

Pare what they ſay and Preach to you $1 
the Holy Scriptures, and what 1s cout 
thercto reject, and what is agreeable te 
to retain, ds 17. 11. Theſe were mint 
then thoſe in Theſalonica, In that they ran 
the word with all readineſs of mind, and jet 
the Scriptures dayly, whether thoſe thing 


[ 
8. *Tis alſo their Duty to fiy i 
Teachers, who cauſe Rents and Diviiod 
the Church : All are to be look'd onal 
Teachers who are not ſent of God, andi 
miſſioned according, to the order Jeſu ye 
=_ fixed in his Church, Rom. 16, 17. 
1 beſeech you Brethren mark them wh | 


bg & 
ICeS, 
lal, -: 
Wien © 


£3. 


Ion a 
li 


DISCRIZD. 
th 
br hich ye bave learnt, and avoid them, 
eo Nl, Let's now ſee the Duty of Church- 
| jeYlembers one towards another. 
1 þ4. Now the Duties Chriſtian Church-Mem- 
ders owe to each other are, 
4 1. ToLoveone another and bear with one 
5 (others Infirmities, Joh. 15. 12. Tis 5 my 
no onmandment that ye love one another, Rom. 
lag F1, We that are ſtrong ought to bear the [n- 
| ties of the weak, and not to pleaſe our ſelves. 
ut 63 3. To indeayour to Edify and build vp 
ne another in Knowledge, Graces, and Holt- 
andaÞ£5, and for that end to be ofren together 
jadÞ Oriſtian Communion, in Prayer, Repeat- 
conÞ0g Krmons : Tell one another your Expert- 
e thts, and what, God has done for your Souls, 
wreFlal. 3. 16, Then they that feared the Lord ſpoke 
emalfien one to another, 
4 kn, 3- Another Duty is Brotherly Admoni- 
ing pon and Reproof, which is ro be done with 
uh meekneſs, Lev. 19. 17. Thou ſhalt not 
an ht tly Brother in thy heart, thou ſhalt in any 
viſno ſe rebuke thy Neighbour, and not ſuffer Sin up- 
na 9m Plal, 141. 5. Let the Righteous ſmite 
and» %<- 
ſu 4_Another Duty is to be very tender of 
17.Þ* Churches Peace ; avoiding all cauſes of 
ye {viſion and Strife, Rom. 16. 17. Mark them 
” cauſe Divi(on, &c, Maintain the Unity 
the Spirit in the Bonds of Peace, not with- 
D 2 drawing 
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drawing and ſeperating from the Church 
light manner. 

5. A Tenderneſs and Reſpe for they 
Saints, the meaneſt Chriſtian, Gal, z, 2 
are all one in Chriſt ;, and yet this mul off © 
hinder our ſhewing Civil Reſpe to May: M 
cording to their Age, Office, or Eſtate a /** 
. Degree in the World. of 

6. Another Duty 41s Charity to als 8 
want, but eſpecially to the-Poor Saints, kf 
13. 16. To do good and communicatt | 


not, &c. Jam. 1,27. Pure Religion and wi 
defiled before God and the Father 15 this, TYWCh 
the Fatherleſs and Widdows in their ffillirier 
and to keep himſelf unſpotted from the Wollahey'd 
7. To put the moſt Charitable (ifthet 
ſtruction on the Words and Acions dF that 
thers that they will bear, 1 Cor. 1 3. 7. CaChy 
beareth all things, believeth all things, inp" 
things, endurcth all thmps. INow 
Ss. Prayer for one another 1s ans of 
Duty we owe, Jam.s5. 16. Pray one fi het 
ther, Ember 


9. Another Duty 1s to walk Exampuf priy 
{o as that we may give no Offence totitHjec | 
to the Gextzile, or to the Church of Lifſhmag 
Cor. 10. 32, So as not to open the Ms to 
of open Enemies, nor grieve the Spirt50Þ, gh 
that fear God. 
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end. CHAP. VL. 
Mb Crd Diſcipline ; Lodg'd 1m the hands of the 


Me F Miniſters of Chriſt. Who are to be own'd and 
ate of 129'd as Church Members, What the Power 

of the Church is, in taking in, Cenſuring and 
; 416 Rebuking , and caſting out ſuch as Repent 


is, o yot, 


tHe Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is the King 
is | and Supream Ruler and Governer of 
7\WChorch, hath appointed a certain Rule and 
rier of Church-Government to be own'd, 
$ej'd, and ſubmitted to by all the Members 
& the Church ; and they who oppoſe and re- 
E that Government Chriſt has appointed in 

Church, they oppoſe and reſiſt Chyi# him- 


| 


Now, as the Churches are Parts and Mem- 
of a Nation, or Kingdom, fo they are 
11 W& to the Civil Magiſtrate 5 and all the 
Fubers of the Church , whether Miniſters 
F private Chriſtians, are, and ovght to be 
WY&ct to the Magiſtrates ; for, ſo hath God 
i vignmanded , . 1 Pet, 2. 13, 14. Submit your 
he Wihes to every Ordinance of Man, for the Lord's 
W50Þ, whether it be to the King, as ſupream, or 
- —— as unto tyem that arc ſent by 
\ &c, 
ut we are ſpeaking of the Church, as cal- 
out of the World, and ſeparated from it, 
D 3 and 


Rs 
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and Incorporated together in an Holy 
ty, to Serve and Worſhip God : And, inth{f i! 
reiveat, the Church has Pecujiar Lan wdhis 
Rutcs of Government, diſtin from thecylly | 
L.aws of Princes. eys 

The Church is a Spiritual Society,Gonnfitte 
hy Officers and Laws of Chriſt's Appitgrip 
ment. nl 

{. In whoſe Hands is the Governmentt 1]. 
the Church Lodged ? j 7 

nſ. 1. Not in the Hands of all the Palif 41 
that would be a ſtrange Confuſion to hard e 
P.nlers; Chriſt never gave the Pome if: C 
iceys T0 the Whole Church. bur 

2, Not in the Hands of a Lay-Chandyſpnce 
Regiſters, Surrogate, Appariter ; theſe are (nj But 
Officers the Scripture knows not. #:. 

3. Not in meer Lay-Ruling Elders;aWart 
by careful Inquiry into God's Word, thetus t 
pears to me no ſuch Church-Officers, WÞ as 
had a Power to Rule in the Church, bir C 
to Preach and Adminiſter the Sacraments;Wipea 
Place ſo much pleaded for it, in 1 Tim. FFunio 
Tbe Elders that can Rule well, &c, ſeems t0Þat 
nothing, to the purpoſe : For, as Mr, lt | 
Notes upon the Place , '* That nothiy@ired, 
< he thence concluded, but that as in tltÞrs; ; 
<« mitive Times there were many Fn ſuch 
<« ;/iniſters in one Church, the Work of Miſe far 
« jap and . Ruling being diſtributed 8FNoy 
< thought, fir, but, all having one,alPatter 
* ſzme Office. Jed 5 
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| Sn}-4. But this Power: is Lodged in the Hands 
inf the Presbyters and Miniſters of the Church, 
ms, ahis is very plain from Scripture, they are cal- 
head Rulers, Heb. 13. 7. 17. And to them the 
ys of Church-Power and Diſcipline are com- 
omitted, at. 16, 19. Neither 1s there any 
\ppiteripture to ſhew , Chri/# committed this Go- 
erning-Power to any other. 
menti} 11. But what is the Governing-Power given 
by Jeſus to theſe Church: Rulers ? 
Feld 4nſw, It is a Power given by Jeſus Chriſt, 
hard entruſted with the Guides and Officers of 
er off: Church; to Order, Rule, and Govern the 
hurch3 and to Adminiſter all Chri/Ps Ordi- 
bandipnces according to the Goſpel. 
re Cing But here I only rake notice of Four Things. 
1, The Power of Admitting Members into 
ers;WParticular Church, and what manner of Per- 
therFas they are that are to be received and own- 
rs, Was Church-Members : In this, as well as 0- 
, ber Caſes, we muſt be guided by God's Word; 
ents; Wſpeak here only of Members in full Com- 
in, union; and here let it be carefully obſerved, 
15 tot fuch Perſons as were by the Apoſtles and 
fc, iaplt Planters of the Goſpel-Churches, re 
thug Wived, owned, and taken in for Church-Mem- 
n theiÞrs; are, by us, to be received and owned 
Elin foch now, the Rule to them and vs being 
of Iaiie lame. 
1 8 Now the Perſons that were the Subject- 
e anlYatter of the New Teftament-Churches, are 
lled Saints, Rom, 1, 7. Called to be Saints : 
I) 4 They 
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They were, many of them, ſo in Truth dl&yi 
them {0 in Profeſſion ; while Perſons ma w=_ 
Tolteravle Profcilion of the Chriſtian Reliwhar 
not eyncradicting that Profeſſion, by ſuch able 
lowed Sin, as will prove them n0 SaInts; More 
are bound, i in the |} judgment of Charity, ug vr t] 
fleem them S214tc, tho? many of them man, 
Pe realy {0 : $0 likewile the Church of Cont 

t Cor. 1. 2. UVato the Church of God whiciq , 
Corinth, i them that ave ſan@ificd inChril 
tus, cal ed to be Saints , with all that i 
is «cc Cl on the Name of the Lord [eſus, 

- SE UP Ephel. 1. 1 

hi COLL, t Theſ 1. tr, 2 Thi 
1,@c. In all which places you have «tt 
Sarnts or Church in ſuch a Place, whicharh; 2, 
nonimous Phraſes; the Saints were the Cinifhedic 
the Church were all Saints ;- i, e, ſuch, Wiſh: 
having received the DoRtrin of the Gi 
and Profeſſed to own Chriſt as their Saw 
were united in one Eccleſiaſtical Body forh 
ly Worſhip and Chri/t:2% Communion; tial! c 
there were yet not only many Imperfiq eney 
in the beſt, but many who were 'ScandaWforen 
ly Guilty, 2s is very evident in the Chnip/us 
Corinth ; in fome Errors in Judgment, uf, 
their very undue Approach to the Lords vent 


{ 
3, \ 


ble, 1 Cor. 11, But we muſt not find Sy 
tnele Perions, known to be Erronety kven 
Scandatons, when firſt admitted , but peth 


wards appeared to be ſo. utles 
Now.” forasmuch as the Lord's Supper irs, a 
On 


ſp 


th dÞ;4inance of full Communion, only for ſuch 
s miefle;re Church-Aſembers ; therefore that Perſon 
Relpwflhar hath a Right to fit down at the Lord's 
fach able, hath a Right to Church-F ellomſhip. There- 
nts: pre let us enquire what is neceſlary to fit vs 
ly, thr that Ordinance, and the ſame will qualify 
5 for Full Communion and Church-Memberſhip, 
' CONtl, 

bid 1, There muſt be a Competent Meaſure of 
briſ omledge in the Docrines and Myſteries of 
"ihe Goſpel ; this Knowledge muſt be eſpecial- 
inthe Fundamentals of the Chriſt:an Religion, 
icolarly in the. Perſon and Offices of Chriſt, 
ohg 17. 3: | 


hath} 2, The Perſons admitted muſt be ſuch, as are 
e Dedicated to Chriſt in_the Sacrament of Bap- 
b, Wm: fuch as have not received the Firſt S4- 
. Bnet are not to come to the Second. 
ar | 
forlif 3. Such as come to the Lord's Supper, or to 
In; all Communion in the Church, muſt Solemnly 
fedenew and Ingage to ſtand to their Baptiſmal 
overt, 1, e. to Repent of Sin, to Believe in 
W/« Chriſt, to Deny Ungodlineſs, and Worldly 
fs, and to live ſoberly and righteouſly tn this 
kent evil World, Tit. 2. 11, 12. A propheſ- 
k Subjection of Soul to Jeſus Chriſt, or of 
wPeneration and Holineſs in Chrifi's Name 
t lPeether with a Promiſe of performing, the 
ties of a Cyarch- Member 15 God, to our Pa- 
Fs, and Fellow Chr:/tians (as before.) I know 
Ds no 
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mo reaſon why ſuch a Perſon ſhould be denithr « 
Full Communion, unleſs the Perſon ſhould wer) 
Guilty of ſach known Sin , or Diſordeh 
Walking, as may evidence the Profeſſm 


makes to be meerly in Hypocriſie : And,j er 
'This (caſe, 


"ris better to be too Large nil 
Charity , then too Senſorious ;, for when 
have Jone all, the Heart 1s Gods Fort: oh, {c 
none but God can ſearch it ont : many twpr, - 
are eaſound, will yet have ſuch a Right tolChur 
fable Church Mem ber/hip, as that we ſhall ati 
able to keep them back. 
Now the Whole Church onght to be]ulg 
of the Converſations of Perſons Admitntys H 
becauſe they live amongſt them, and are\ere 
able to Judge. 48,1 
But the Officers of the Church are the nl 
tmect and fir Judges of their Knowledge aff IV 
11 fcations for Church Communion, ar be 
they, by the A7tnſtry of the 1Vord , Gidphe: 
nd Plant Churches, 1 Cor. 3. 5,6, 7. on 
m 
I, Eikewiſe the Care of Feeding, Wal 6,1 
ing © ver, and Rebuking, Reproving, and % a tl 
TRON! hin * belong to the Paſtors and Offen (mg 
Church, Indeed the Duty of Rebolng% 
and nga belongs to all the what 
oy the Chrth, as is ſhewed before ; Budd # 
1'Iy £© rhc 7 ficers of the Church, 1 The 


theo 


(2. Ani we bojzech you, Brethren, to hon 1 
1.2! Iabous am ft yort, and are ner mm 
XY, 91d adin501n7 th yer 2 Theis, 4 
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e Cenythee command you to withdraw your ſelves from + 
ould every Brother that walks diſorderly, | ; 
ſordeh | '* 
em. 111, To the Officers of the Church doth it 
And, likewiſe belong to debar Perſons of Church 
e moxZellonſoip, and Full Communion, z. e. to Sufs 
hen wend Perſons from the Lord's Table, which is, 
Roll ſome called, The Leſſer Excommunication 3 
br, Excommunicate and caſt them out of the - 
hurch, 1 Tim. 5. 20, Them that fin rebuke be- 
e all, that others alſo may fear, Mat. 7. 6. Caſt 
t that which us holy to Dogs, neither caſt your 
e JulgPearls before Swine, and 1 Tim. 1. 20. Of whom 
mittps Hymeneus and Alexander, whom I have delt« | 
i: wg Satan, 1 Cor. 5. 445. $.13. Mat. | 
19, 17, | 


b- *r* BP ©4405 (axe 6: ane 


he of 
oe aff IV. To the Officers of the Church likewiſe {| 
' « belongs to Revoke theſe Cenſures , that. | ' 
Gulphen Admonifh'd, Cenſur'd, or Excommunica- 

ed Perſons Humble themſelves and Repeat, to 

\dmit them again to Full Communro , Mart. 
Watp6.19. 4nd I will grve unto thee (i.e. to Peter, 

nd $pa the- Name of all the 1eſt ) the Keys of the 

en mgdom of Heaven, and whatſoe ver thou [halt 
bolus on Earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven , and 

Y Phatfoever thou ſhalt looſe on Earth, ſhall bc loo 

q © in Heaven, Compare with 2 Coy. 2. 6,78. 
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F CH AF. VI, 

Shewing what Schiſm is, a4 when Terſms 1 m 
guilty of it... And of Conſociation of Chung. 
ard Synods. driſt 


at 1 

O Religion can poſlibly more oblmve 

thoſe that Profeſs it to Unity than 0 
Chriſtian Religion doth. T he ChriſtiankJBut 
ligion aftords us very Excellent helps, yettweat 
many who profeſs the Chriſtian Name, ar 
adly guilry of the breach of this Unity, wiilles a 


is called Schiſm. To 


Schiſm is a cauſeleſs Rupture, or Renlyh 
of Churches, or Chriſtians in Church-(* 


; Minion, one from another. And this Sl 


is either in the Church, or from it : AS 
in the Church conſiſts in ditterences andÞ 
ſentions between the Members of a Chin 
thus we find a Schilm in the Chorc 
Corinth, they diifered concerning their Mi 


| ſters, crying up one above another, a 


weak or Carnal Profeſlors uſe to do, 1% 
x. 12, - They looked more on the Tea! 
then on the Truth, and they had other dil 


| Enices about coming to the Lords Tak F 
Cor. 11. 21. 22, As alſo concerning lt 


ſeveral Gifts, 1 Coy, 12. 25. 26, This 


1, very great Sia. 
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Aozin, there is a Schiſm from the Church, 
that is when an unwarrantable Rent ang 
ation is made from a Church ; when 
ſons withdraw themſelves from the Church 
Slicgly, without any juſt cauſe, or for every 
Jou Sht Trifle, This 1s Sinful Schiſm when we 


, 


Mike a Church where all the Ordinances of 


brit re purely Adminiſtred, and nothing 
kt is Sinful impoſed upon us ; and fo to 
 oblyiye or ſeperat from a Church, out of gidi- 
than ik or wearineſs, is very Sinful. 
tianbBut, to depart from a Church in which the 
yetmſeat DoRrines of the Goſpel are overturn- 
ame ng. and Idolatrous and Superſtious Cerimo- 
y, Mdies are introduced ; and where we can have 
Toerable Comfort or Edification, we may, 
Rent, we muſt depart : Seperation in this caſe 
-h-Cano Sintul Schiſm « So that tho? the Papiſts 
iWroe the Proteſtants with Sinful Schiſm tor 
warting from the Romiſh Church, yet the 
eftant Churches have committed no Crime 
veperating from Rome, but have done what 
Sad is well-pleaſing to J-ſus Chriſt, For 
ir Muy well proved, by many Proteſtant Divines, 
WF the Church of Rome is Myſtical Babylon, 
, 1 5jnagogue of Satan, and therefore the 
Tead$y of all to ſeperate from her, Rev. 18. 4. 
r Cloſe out of bey my People, that ye be not per- 
ſable F' of her Sin, and that ye recerve not of her 
1g K Hes, 
his vÞut 25 to the Seperation among, Proteſtants, 
F1 Nperation is not Schiſm ; we would not 
ſeparate 
[l 
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ſeperate from the Church of England if os 
could avoid it, but there are Ferms of Cult, 
Unity Impoſed vpon- us, which we adi 
comply with without violating our onthe 
ſciences ; we have ſtuddied, Read, and Privy wi 
and done all we can to fatisfy' our. ſelje, if, 
the more we ſearch the Scriptures, and ey 1 
God's DireCtion, the more we diſlike thelyem, 
poſed 'Ceremonies,and are brought to tlkihful 
evitable ſtrait, that we muſt conforin waſſall: 
Conſcience, and {o wound our Peace, oijOur 
Silenced , Suſpended, and thereby renin for 
uncapable of Publick Communion : Wemihaſn 
gladly Exerciſe our Miniſtry in the Pulp, a 
Churches, were not the Doors lock'd zalem, 
us. So that we cannot, by any light nents 
in God's Word, look on our ſelves v6 
guilty of Schiſm ; nor our People that wi 
ly own and receive us as their Paſtors: | 
tho* we indeavour to have high Thougli 
many that do conform, yet we look ont 
to be the Schiſmaticks who impoſe Unk 
tural Terms of Unity upon us, and thy Ay 
out for not complying. There oughtlF'Serj 
no more impoſed on us then Chrit all a 
Apoſtles have made neceſſary to Church Wd 24 
Ads 2. 42. They continued ſtedfaſt i WJld th 
poſtles Do@rin, and fellowſhip, and m inthe 5 


J 
lem! 


0! Bread, and of Prayers. We part l 


Church as a Marriner parts with bs&Ef, Q 
in a Storm. *Tis Biſhop Bramball's WThe 
tothe Paps/ts, faith he, ** If they diduy Liſt 


\I 


P73» 
44 ; Ps 
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n us a neceſſity of doing Sinful things, 


'Cnind offending God, and wounding our Con- 
 candFfiences, then we did not leave them, but 


they did drive us out from them, So we 


& we are not departed from the Do@trin of 


if, nor any of his Ordinances, and ſeeing 


ky will not permit us to Worſhip God with 


xm, without doing what we judge to be 


kykfol, maſt we therefore forbear to worſhip 
1 all ? 


Our Aſſemblies are true particular Church- 


a for where there are Lawful Paſtors diſ- 
"uſing Holy Ordinances, and a People meet- 
tigg, and unanimouſly joyning in the uſe of 
em, there is a true Church. #Hic eft fons 


Fitatts, boc eſt templum dei , hoc domicilium 
, 3 Lafantius ſpeaks; What want our 


ſemblies , except the Controverted Cere- 
: nies, we Read the ſame Holy Scriptures, 


Preach the fame Holy Dorm, we have the 
k Prayers in Subſtance, tho' no Liturgy, we 


We the ſame Holy Sacraments Adminiſtred 


ghtu 


wy Miniſters duly called, and rightly Ordain'd 


Seripture-Biſhops : We have a great Love 


} wi a very honourable Eſteem for Churches 
rch uſd Miniſters that differ from us, if they yet 


11 it} 
t wi 


ſs 8 


did 


d the Foundation - Where, or what then 


n "he Schiſm we are guilty of. 


his "ll. Of the Conſociation of Churches. 


he-Charch of Chriſt which is Cathohck, be- 
Uiſtinguiſhed into leſſer Societies, i, e. Par- 
ticular 


_— 
| | 
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ticular Churches, and tho' theſe Pall 
Churches, being Tightly conſtituted and (ff! 
ganiz'd, have the Government within thÞ"* 
ſelves, :. e. Every ſtated Church hath it of if 
proper Paſtor or Paſtors, having full lu 
rity to Teach and Govern it in the Nayy 
Chriſt. Anc 
Yet there is a Subordination of Pain 
Churches taken diſtributively, to an Aſo #: 
or ColleQtive Body of the ſame ChurchaÞ"* 
whether there ought not to be a liin$®* 
Conſociation of Particular Churches aj! 
themſelves ? j(0 
Now it muſt be granted that Parinf = 
Churches are ſo many diſtint Membn/ Vi 
one great Body, 7. e. They are Parts andh 
bers of the Univerſal Catholick Churt; 
therefore being all United to one Head b | 
is Chriſt, and all walking by one Rab Tn 
Holy Word or Goſpel of Chriſt ; tha | 
cannot but be intereſted in each other, 


; re 


have a Nutual concern in each other 
being ; as a Particular ſingle ChurctiJ"® 
Provincial, and a Provincial for a Nut 
Church ; and again, this National Chutd = 
all other Nations and Chor hes abroal'Þ © 
feſſing the ſame Holy Goto! 1+ Chyifh oF 
And it the Faithf ! ; OI one, ow : 
more Paſtors in a invie Chiicch, by ſy Ing t 
ly Diligence and Wiſd - n, can adviſes ua 


moſt to the Glory of Go, and Edikd 
of this ſingle Church ; much, more lil 


i waa FOR og -y 


Sit an Aſſociation of ſach Faithful Paſtors, 
wy red together by conſent from many 
FSrches, ſhould be able to judge what is beſt 
h its of the whole. 
I An © ] 
» Nan [1l, Of a SYR0G. | | 
And ſuch an Aſſociation of the Paſtors of 

Pai yeral Churches may be called a Synod, when 
$ Paſtors or Deputies of ſeveral Particular 
Tirches: meet to adviſe and conſult for the 
Un $d of the whole : And that the Unanimous 
Freement of the Aſſociated Paſtors is bind- 
"Fto all the Churches whom they repreſent , 
PariaÞrided their Decrees are not contrary to 
embe[iPtore, is evident, As 15. 2, 4, 6. When 
and fee Paul and: Barnabas bad nv ſmall diſsen= 
re}. $ 1d diſputation with them, they determined 
# Paul and Barnabas and oth, rs of them ſhould 
Wd. to Jeruſalem unto the Apoſtles and Elders 
jus queſtion : Read ver/. 4, 6. Als, 15, 
- $}$. But this queſtion I leave to others 
hex {are better able to ſpeak to it, as being 
re<490d the defign-of this Diſcourſe. 
5 be Concluſion + Proving it to be the Duty of 
roll Chriſtian to joyn in, and le a Member of 
 Pel-order'd Particular Church. 
» tf as a Concluſion to the Diſcourſe con- 
herÞing the Church, let me exhort and per- 

F< £Very one that love their Souls to give 
Ie emſelves to be a Member of ſome Parti- 
»&- well-order'd Church. And I hope I 
have 


A oct 


*) 


TI 
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have prevailed, when I have proved ith is 


. Duty : Now that every one ought to be jpuldeſt 


as a ſtanding Church-Member, to ſonejye ſer 
ticular Church, 1 prove it, Tf) 
| &c 

1. Becauſe thoſe Saints we Read d 
Scripture were Members of ſome Parting, T 


| 
( 


Church, Rom, 16. 1, 2. Phebe was a Meg i 


of the Church of Cenchrea, ſee v. 3. alin, 1 
Mat. 18, 17. Tell it to the Church, i,.h18, 
Church whereof you are a Member, Af en 
47. Hoi 


2, It was the manner of the Apoſtls$. T 
whereever God Bleſſed their Miniſtry wiheds 
Converfion of Souls, they ſtill United, 
into a Particular Church, Ordaining thalff ha 
ders to watch over them and feed thaſj Go 
the Name of the Lord, As 1 4. 23. 0 
ing them Elders in every Church. £ 

lu] 


3. Chrii commands us ſo tp do, CaiPpliar 
7, 8. The Church comes there with eMfloc 
Chriſt, Ob) ſhew me thou whom my Sul ni of 
where thou feedeſt, where thou makeſ uy 
toreſt at Noon, &c, Now Chriſts Ann. 1 
plain, ver/. 8, Go thy way forth by th ſubn 
ſteps of tbe Fleck, feed thy Kids beſide th. © 
herds Tents. N a 

| ot d 

4. Becauſe Chriſt is there GracioulÞ's. 

ſent, and where ſhould we be, bs 


d it ohh is, Rev. 1. 12. — 1 ſaw ſeven Golden 
be onfeſticks ; ( i. £.-Churches ) and in the midſt 
ome iſe ſeven Golden Candleſticks one like unto the 
"Pof Man, cloatbed with a Garment down to the 
| &c, | 
ad 
Parting, The Titles and Epithets given to the 
| Mraigech in Scripture, it is called the Houſe of 
ad fa, 1 Tim. 3. 5. The Flock of God, A&s 
i.e $28, &c, The Terms plainly intimate, 
enery Believer muſt be an Inhabitant in 
Houſe, a Member of this Flock. 


” il 
; i 
b 


ſts. $. The Names given to Miniſters, they are ' 


try willed Shepherds, O'merſeers, Aﬀts 20. 28. Watch- 
ited iS, fxters, Heb. 13. 7, 17. This proves 
 thalſy have a Peculiar Houſe, Flock, &c. to Rule 
| thafj Govern, 


The Duty of Afinifters to their Flock 
i {uppoſe them to have ſome who are their 
, CarÞpllar Charge, if we know not who are of 
th efFlock or Houſe, how*can we perform the 
501 fy f Paſtors to them, As 20. 28. 
| ty! 
Ani . The Duties of People to their Miniſters, 
ly thFobmit to them, Heb. 13. 17. and obey 
- th, to love them, pray for them, afford 
n 2 comfortable Maintainance, this they 
ot do if they know not who are their own 
jouly J's. 
but 
4 9, From 
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9. From the end of the nity, y 
ſtru&, Edify and bnild them up, Eh | 
I2, 


10, Every Chriſtian is to pertaked|, 
Ordinances, which he cannot do unkkif 
a Member of _ Church, P/al. 119,46 
Luk, L4S 
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| LORDs SUPPER. 


A 


Concerning, the 


Wherein is Shewed, 
; ; ” _ , Pn. = 
[. The Nzcure, End, O's, of the Lord's | 
| SUPPCr. 
Il. That Ceriitians ow ye under greate 
& Obligations to attend frequently 


Upon the Lord” F T ale 3 thai the 
Jews aid of 014 1) atit a4 031 the 
Paſſover. 


Ill, That A Care 10 eſs and Caulicis Net- 
Id of the Lord's Supper 75 a great 
Sm, procuring £reat and fore Judg- 
ments. 


— de 
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TO THE. 


brifian aud Candid Reader, 


Eſpecially 


y Onn FLOCK. 


HE Following Diſcourſe 3s the Sub- 
ſtance of ſeveral Sermons Praached 
upon this Text, by way of Prepara- 
| tzon for the Lord's Supper. Ay 
both in Preaching and Printing 1s the ſame, 
To Inform your Judgments more clearly in 
Dodrin of the Sacrament 5 And, to Cure 
Sinful Extreams which many are guilty of. 
F Some lay too much ſtreſs upon the Sacrament, 
ywing too bigbly of the Outward Work, as if 
cer Recerving the Sacramental Elements, 
uch a Vertu in them, as to Sandifie the Re- 
ry and make him fitter for Death, and more 
| and Acceptable to God then he was before + 
is a Great Evil, and Borders too near the 
DoCctrin of Opus Operatum : T#is is 
truſty to Abuſe God's Sacred Inſtitutions, 
to make thoſe things, Appointed by Cod, foy 
yon 
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To the Reader, &, © 


oay Edification and Salvation, to be the 
our Hardening and Damnation ; where: 
Soveraign Goſpel Ordinances, nithu 
Preparation for, and a Spiritual Frame i 
poſation of Soul in the Vſe of them, in| 
Good. ' 
2. Another ſinful. Extream, -is, may , 
Well-meaning Per fons are, from time tons ſ 
off, by a-$law1ſh Fear, of their own Una \, 
they ſtand Trembling, at a diſtance, aliy ;, 
come : Ana yet, through Grace, fjeelthif j; 
tnal Sickneſſes, their Tveed of Chriſt to k 
Bind up their Wounas;, Sincerely Pant ai 
ger for bim, both to Juſtifie and to Sandi 
and' jet cannot fee that all the VV 
bring to. Chriſt, 7s to ſee our Unwortbngf. 
willing to be ſaved in a Goſpel-way, 1 
AMat. 11. 28. Mat, 5. 6. Rev.12. 1 and 
this may be a mcans of Remedymmy this, Ti 
Evils, is the carneſt Prayer of yout 
vant, | 
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1 Jl 
itbac 
Me 1 
mn, (nh 
But the Man that is clean, ad 15 not in a 7 orurngy, 

YT 3nd forbcareth to keep the Paſſover ;, emer the 
eu Coane Soul ſhall be cut off from his People z, be- 

Wy caſe he brought not tre Offerias of the Lord 
» WY in its Appointed Seaſon : tht ſan ſnall bear 
0 80R bis Si, 
t0H 
ant ail 
Sa NOD having, with a Powerful Arm , - 
Yori brought vp his People out of Egypt, 
td 3 and led them as far as Sinai inthe 
y, 14 Wilderneſs 3 where he now Com- - 
22, Wands them to k2ep the Paſſover, 
ths, The Paſſover was firſt luſtituted in Foypt, 
ow $ a Memorial of their preicur Deliverance 
Þt of their Fpyptian Slavery ; It was a Sa- 

Ferent of the Covenant of Grace, and it look- 

Þ forward, Pointing at Salvation by the 
| HOWeath of Chriſt, 
$ ow the Paſſover, in its Firſt Inſtitution , 
E have, Exod, 12, wherein every Family, or 
the Family was too ſmall, two Families 
pht joyn together ; they mulſt take a Lamb 
F* bad no Blemiſh, upon the Teath day of 
F Month Abib, which was the Firſt Month 
Jr the Vernal Equinox, and Anſwers to part 
March, and part of April; This Lamb was 
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GO 
To be kept till the Fourteenth Day, by w 
Preparation, and then to be killed, hy we 
a Bunch of 'Hyſſop, to Sprinkle the Blod 
on the upper Door=poſt, and upon thr 2 
Side-poſts of the Door ; And to Ro 
Whole Lamb, and then to Eat it inaTn als 
ling-poſture, z. e. with their Staves in out 
hands, and their {.oyns Guirded, Theryferj 
to cat it in Remembrance of their Ive 
rance out of Fzypt; And as a Sign ft 
Salvation by Jeſus C briſt, the Lamb of Gita 1. 
was, in Due Time, to be Offer'd up forth”, 
Now the 7: ſoer was 2 Divine Ordinſhe 
and whoever did not make Conſcience! Joni 
pare themſelves for, and to Worſhip Gifs 
it, were to be Cut off. plec 
Now the Caſe ſtanding thus, with Relzinſd b: 
the Paſſover, this occaſions a Caſe to bebuſſi 
to Moſes, v. 6.7. Certain Men, who peſt 
defiled by the Dead Body of a Man, þ 


they could not keep the Paſ/oer on tha 2: 
came to Moſes, and ſaid , "Ye are difiti 4 
0 be 


LY Therefore are we kept b ck that we m. ry of 
fer, &C, 9.4. It we forbcur, we aretobf 
off; and it we come thus defiled, werl 
be Cor off : Whos, ſhall we do? Na 
Text is part -of Moſes Anſwer ; ſhe 
what caſes a Man might be excuſed fron 
ing to the Paſsover, 


—_ 
- 


i by 


1. In caſe of Legal Uncleanneſs, whi 
a Dead Body, or any WF? 


_ Or TR the Lord®s Supper. 91 | 


\ by whing, &'c. theſe muſt not come to the Paſ- 
j, andjWiver, till Cleanſed, according to the Law, 
© Blool : 
n ther. 2, If any were in a Journey, upon needful 
) RodSulinels, forced abroad, at the Time when the 
1 2 TrÞaſiover was Celebrated, then he was Excuſed; 
es in tut otherwiſe, if not thus hindered, 1t was a 
Theryfery dangerous thing to Abſent from the Puf- 
eir Diþoer ; For, 
Mn oft ; 
of Gil 1. He that Omits, or Neglects the Paſso- 
d forthe, be ſhall bear his Sin, as 1n the Text, 1, e, 
Ordinhe Puniſhment of his Sin, for ſo this Phraſe 
ncetoÞgnifies, Gen. 4. 13. A/y /2n 75 greater then [ 
hip Glen ber, So 'tis in the Hebrew, This ne- 
Plett is a Sin, and a Sin that ſhall be Reward- 

Relzind back in the Due Puniſhment of it; And if 
he babe Queſtion be Asked , V Vhat is the Puniſh» 
who FÞent of this Sin ? *Tis Anſwer'd, 

al l0 
n thi 2. He that Omits, or Negle&s the Lerd's 
dfie{{e/over, ſhall be Cur off : Now this Phraſe, 
wap" be Cut off, imports either, 
eto) 

wer 1. An Excluſion from Communion with the 
Noſiwch by Excommunication, Which 1s a Sorc 
ſheniÞpdgment, | 
fron 


f 
a; 
a, 


2, Rather an Untimely Death to be Iofijt- 
l by the Hands of the Magiſtrate, to whom 
0d committed the Execution of this, 2s well 
of other Laws, 
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And leaſt any ſhould complain of th 
verity of this Law, a Reaſon is in the Ty! 
ven of it, iz. Becauſe he- brought mt thi 
fering of the Lord in his Appointed Seaſn,\Þ 
Becauſe they did not appear before the|# d 


and Offer ſuch Sacrifices, and perforn | | 
Services to him in that very Seaſon Goda » 


manded it, - 
Now the Paſſover being the Second ini Ne 
ment of the Covenant of Grace, and the6 
Thing therein Signified, and Repretentf® 
ing Jeſus Chriſt, and Redemption by hisDf 
I ſhall hence take occaſion to ſpeak 
Second Sacrament of the Covenant, asf” 
ſtands, viz. the Lord's Supfer ; being, nf 
ſtance, the ſame with the Paſſover ; fot, 
Paſſover-Lamb was Chriſt, John 1. 29. k A 
the Lamb of God ! As the Paſchal Lan © 
to be without Blemiſh, in this it wasaTyP"? 
Chriſt, 1 Pet. 1.19. Chriſt was a Lanhn nſt 
out Blemiſh and without Spot « The Auſt *= 
preſly calls Chriſt, Our Paſſover , 1 Co 
Chriſt, our Paſſover, is Sacrificed for uo} 
Though the Feaſt of the Jewiſh Paſar 
z2aſed ; yer Chriſt, who was Typifd, 4p 
Signified thereby, is come, and hath 0F'*" 
vp himſelf a Sacrifice for us ; and wearer 
to Commemorate kis Death in that mall 
hath appointed : Now, tho? Circumc/aſ | 
the Paſſover were taken down together, Þ 
the 1Moſaical Cercinonies ; yer the Corn, 1 
Graec, of which they werC Scals, 1s nan 


x 
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"Y l n, but ſtands firm fot ever : Therefore 
: 4 f Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Head and Rivg of 
09S; Curch, bath Inſtituted Baptiſ2, and the 


aj, rd's Supper in ftead of them 3 Battiſm being 
form Þf (ame T0 VS , which Circumciſion was to 


ſem; and the Lord's Supper heing, in Sub- 
"Ince, the ſame with the Paſſover, 
{Now, as the Goſpel is more Excellent. then 
«& Lay, ſo it does Not looſe the Reins, and 
ws at Liberty to Obey or not, But Chri- 
ql” lye under an higher Obligation, to ſub- 
K: to all Goſpel-Ordinances now, then the 
. $1 did to obey and ſubmit to the Ritual Or- 
. «Rnances of that Diſpenſation. 


- £78, Snch as cauſeleſly forbear coming to 


 Liard's-Table, do incurr great Guilt ; and 
Joroke God to inflit vpon them grievous 
( niſhments. 


: In ſpeaking to this Do@rin, I ſhall do theſe 
ire things, 


"Jl, Shew you the Nature and End of the 
ud s Supper, 


Þil. That Chriſtians have not only an Equal, 
2 greater obligation to attend on and ob- 
Fe duly the Ordinance of the Loyd's Supper, 


1 the Jews had to obſerve the Ordinance of 
& Paſſover, 
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wiear, Mat. 26. 26, And, as they were th 
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IT. That a careleſs and cauſeleſs Newſ 
of this Bleſſed Ordinance of the Lord's in 
15 a great Sin, producing ſad Effects, p 
( 

{.' Let ns conſider the Nature and In P: 
the Lord's Supper, rec 

Tae Lord's Supper 1s the Second Sacrafier 
of the New Teftament, or Covenant of (re 
inſtitnted by Jeſus Chriſt, in the Roo 
Place of the Paſſover , now taken 
wherein by Bread and Wine ſet apart an 
chived, according, to Chriſts Inſtitution; 
Death and Sufferings, together with ir 7 
Bencfts Believers receive from Chrift, 
therein ſhew'd forth and ſealed to ſuch 
a right manner receive it ; as alſo thei 
Communicant does hereby Solemnly 
his Baptiſmal Covenant, and engage hin 
to Chriſt and his Church for ever, Ker! 
ſerve, 


Tefus Chriſt is the Author of this 
Feſus took Bread, and Bleſſed it, KC, 


2. It" is the Second Sacrament of tit. 
Teſtament, or Covenant of Grace ; Bat 
the firſt. and to be firſt Adminiſtred:1 
are to Receive the Loyd's Supper, that alt 
firſ} Baptized, And it's a Sacrament dl 
New "Teſtament, or Covenant of coy | 
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core whereof.is, Believe on the Lord Jeſus 
iſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved and thy Houſe , 


;, The Lord's Supper comes in the Room 

i Place of the Paſſover, : Cor, 5. 7, Chriſt 
nd Falh Paſſover is ſacrificed for us ; both of them 
* thefted to Chriſe for Salvation, but, with this 
Sacrmfference, the Paſsover looked at Chriſt to 
me ; the Lord's Supper a Memorial! of Chriſt 
dy Come and Crucified, 


, The External and Viſible Elements in 

jon Lord's Supper are Bread and YVine,ſet apart 

ith 4) $4 lavfol Miniſter of the Goſpel, Mat. 26. 
* 

Fread is the Stay and Staff of Life; Y/ine 

$f the greateſt Cordials, and therefore the 


| E___ Chriſt, and the Benefits of 
n LUeat , 


, The End of this Sacrament is, to ſhew 

h the Death of Chriſt, with the Benefits 

is Þe0t to Believers, 1 Cor. 11. 24. Take, eat, 

iy ' my Body, which is broken for you 1. e. a 

amental $1pn of my Crucified Body, v. 26. 

pft as you eat of this Bread, and drink of this 

+ YOu [hew forth the Lord's Death ; and ſo 

wig "ile all the Benefits of Chyi/t's Death, as 

. F-9n, Peace, Spiritual Life, and Increaſe of 
e, Kc. 1 Cor, 10, 16. * 


Wo 6, Our 


oy 

by 

+ 4% 
+ 


.\KT A Diſcourſe concerning 


2x81 #4 
IE 2 os 
4 : = 4 . : 
7 
« 


\ &, Our Engagement to he the Lord: 
i herein Solemnly Renew our F.ubtifmnal 
1ant, 3nd Engage oar felvcs to Chriſt ah: 
Church for ever , 1 Cor. 10. 16, 19, Th 
of Bleſjing, &c, 1s it not the Cornmuninn q l 
Communication of the Blood of Chriſti kB 

ea 


11. That Chriſtians have not only ui" 
{ Qual, but a greater oblization to atta{{* 
{ end obſerve duly the Ordinance of the lf 
| S:yppey, then the Jews had to obſerve the(#" 
' Cinance cf the Paſſover, The ReaſonzanÞ 4 
| 1. The Paſſover was inſtituted by Jud" 
| vt the Lord's Supper by Jeſus Chrit; M4 
[1h was a Servant in God's Houſe, Chrif mp 
it Son; Moſes was a faithful Servant, oF 
13}! there was a great deal of Reſpea dw 
{'if Aoſes, but much more to Feſus Chnf, 
{/! vas Lord and Head of the Houſe, Hl. 
{:'- For this Man C1, e, Chriſt) was ay 
worthy of more glory then Moſes, foramn 
be who hath built the Houſe hath more gl 
the Flouſe., MAoſes was a Servant, a 
+ in the Houſe ; Feſus Chriſt a Son, the 
'* Lord, and Builder of the Houſe, which! 
{:5 Church; fo that there is a Veaeratio,\F, R 
dience, and Reſpe& due to Chriſt, and” | 
if Inſtitutions he gave his Church, above MF 2. 
{| Hence we are exhorted to give tht 
exrneſt heed to Goſpel-Inſtitutions, 1 
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rd; 
rr 2, Becauſe the Lord's Supper more clearly 
' m,Keveals Chriſt, 2nd Salvation by him, then the 
anion aſover did, Polanus well obſerves, That 
if tÞe Sacraments of the New Teſtament do more 
early Reveal Chri/t, then thoſe of the Old : 
ly 40's true, the Death of Chrif, and Salvation 
arten{ereby, was the chief thing repreſented in 
he [ge 2aſover ;, yet the Death of Chriſt and the 
e the (Encfits thereof are more clearly held out in © 
ns Lird's Supper. The Bread very aptly ſets 
by 4th Griſts Body and his Crucifixion in its 
if; king, and our Eating it very aptly Repre- 
iſ its our Union with Chz7/t, and Spiritual Par- 
it, { Þ/54ti0n of him : So the Wine very aptly 
& (efpreſents the Blood and Death of Chriſt, 
"Ini, 907 being Juſtified and Redeemed there- 
\ Hi Mat. 26. 26, 27. 


j (C0 


rand The Lord's Supper is an Ordinance nnder 
e 


Goſpel, the laſt and brighteſt diſpenſati- 

nh #10 therefore, as the Goſpel is more ex- 

e (Fn: then the Law, ſo it calls for the more 
hichi neſt Regard, eb, 2.1,2, 3, Heb. 10, 28, 
ion. A New Teſtament-Ordinance is. the 
and beſt and pureſt degree of Goſpel-Wor- 
ore M3 0 'tis evident rhat the obligations of 
, the Fiſtians zre © (14/5 rhe greater, by how 
ns, MF" = excellerc th Ordinances are, to 

& Were unuer the Law. 


E 5 4. Becauſe 
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4. Becauſe our Preparations for the ly 
Supper 1s to be more Solemn, and our atalj 5 
ance more frequent then theirs was at al. 
the Pajjove7 ;, For, 


. 'Onr Preparation for the Lord's & 

Was ; to be more Solemn then theirs us 
the Paſſover, The Preparation for the] 
ovcr confſted chiefly in certain External 
as putting away Leaven out of their Hal 
External Purifications and Cleanſings auf 
ing to the Law of A79/cs, 1 denyndy 
grant that all theie Legal Cerimonial (aff 
1868S had a particular Rerpect to the He 
and fo the Conſciencious [/r.zelites rndet 
as is eyent, Pſal. 51. 7, 8, 10, 
Pat now under the Goſ] re] theſe Cerinf 
8 Waſtings and Cle anſings being lads 
ur Preparation contifts principally i! 
TIT OB HRETES, to offer vp Spirituals 
ks on God, Jih. _ 24. God 15 a Spink 
mgy £64] | morfha Bias HH worſhip bim 
ard Truth. Tis the Spiritual Uncleawd 
© UC Hearts, the Leaven of Hypocriliett 
aie IG Par away, 


PIT 


on Chr iſt in th 


Car Attendance I 
rizace mutt he more frequent ; vo tht! . , 
Over Ley WEOre regquird ro Co me but 6 


Year, but 10 tic Lord's Table wearel 
WXxr, I Cor. 11. 28, fs often «FF 
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sf, pbE 
*S 
3 þ lntimating we ſhould come often ro the 


ord's Table. 


the ly : 
vr ata} 5. The Threatnings for the Negle& of 


; at ale che Paſſover were Temporal Judgments, 
e Soul that refuſed to come was to be cut 
F by the Civil Magiſtrate ; but the Judg- 
1d; ents now Threatned are more Spiritual, a 
irs nxuch ſforer Doom is Pronounced againſt the 
r the}Suſers or lighters of Goſpel Ordinances then 
-rnal boſe of the Law, Heb. 10. 29. A Puniſhment 
ir Hoch more bitter than Death, that has even 
125 act ell and Eternal Damnation 1n It, 1 Cor, 11, 
1y not 89+ He thit Fateth and Drinketh unworthily 
ia] C$.ateth and Drinketh Damnation : And an un- 
he Kforthy coming and Careleſs neglect are alike 
-nderfÞJeinous and diſpleaſing to God *cis a Giſ- 
10, Bling the Goſpel, a lighting the laſt, beſt 
Ceind Purelt Diſpenſation the Church ever 
laid a0FÞ6- 

y ul 
tual% 


[1I, That a careleſs and cavſeleſs negle& 
Shi the Lord's Supper is a great Sin, producing 
"in 6 Effects, Now here I ſhall do theſe Three | 
earn 010gs, 

ie tha . * | 

[. Shew what may be a juſt Excuſe to keep 


rſons from the Lord's Table. 


1 thi 
\thelf 11. That a Careleſs and Cauſcleſs Negle&t 
at of © great Sin, 


e (01 


5 


[1] 


Hl. What 
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i 
[tt 
nr ' 
| 


Y | . Sdli 
ff NI. What cho fad Effefts are thiþu 
i} Q-o1elels and Caulcleſs Negle are lik, 

If produce, 


x7. What may be a ſufficient Excuſe tow 
Perſons from the Lord's Table. 


"$3 


1. When the Providence of God kay 
our 1 ot in ſuch a Place where we ay 
{ tho' we deſire ) receive this -O:dinng 
God doth not require Impoſſibilities att 
hands. This was 7oſephs caſe in Epyp,1 
vids caſe among, the Philiſtians, and is1 
day the caſe of Thouſands in Pagan (| 
ries. i 
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2. When the ſtate of the Church ni 
we live is ſo Polluted, and this Ordinan 
mongſt others ſo defiled, that we cannota 
to it without Sing nor have any toll 
hopes of getting any good by it, then me 
\;} be Excuſed, as the Church of Rome &1 
{,%- Cay. True, *tis not every Corruption uf 
{' Church that will warrant our Separation 

'f.. this Ordinance ; but when the Mixtn 
Corruptions are ſo great that we canndth : 
to get any good, God wil! make vp tiewy 
of it in another way. y( 


Ee 225 <—mw 
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3. When the Lords Hand is upon wi 
Bodily Diſcale, that renders us unable of 


4 Lk 
5:8 


e thi& vs. 
like 


- the Lord's Supper. 
Þble.cicher-in Body or Minde, this will Ex- 


k When Works of Charity or Mercy re- 


e it, Oc, 
ſe tout now ſetting theſe, or what other things 


y amount to a juſt excuſe aſ.de, *tis a very 


Wl and dangerous thin 
d ka$Lord's Table. 


VE an 


g to keep away from 


ina, None ought to ſtay away upon any Pre- 
ies tice of Worldly Buſineſs, Zuk. 14. 18, 19, 
£9, I, 4nd be ſent bis ſervants at ſupper time, to 
nd 1s i to them that were bidden come : And they all 


220 (| 


"<1! 
dine 


h one conſent began to make excuſe, &C. 
[ bought a Piece of Ground, another a 
e of Oxen, another had Married a Wife, 


nnot aÞ2. Nor do any ought to keep off from the 

tollerd's Table for any unworthineſs in your 
en mee, this is indeed what many plead, 1 dare 
ne a ot come, I am unworthy, but this is no juſt 
ption ſie, For, 


ation! 


ixtoreÞ, Either you ſee your own unworthineſs, 
anno are made ſenſible of the Plague of your 
) thenFa Hearts, and ſo are ſick of Sin, weary of 


your Hearts being melted and broken for 
3 If ſo, this is your Goſpel worthineſs 


n 150Þu you are the Perſons Chriſt invites, Adat. 
bleoÞ, 28, Come to me you that are weary 
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beavy laden, &c. This 1s all the worth 
Chriſt requires of us, that we ſee ourom 

*worthineſs, that we are ſick of Sin, al 
ing to come to Chriſt as to our Si 
Phyſician. 


| 
2. Or this is only a formal Hypodi 
Plea, when you think rightly you har 
right to this Ordinance, bur are in tk 
_ of Bitterneſs and Bond of Iniquity, uk} 
Power and Dominion of your Lufts; an 
ſtranger to- any Gracious renewing Vl: 
upon your Souls by the Goſpel ; and ad 
. Ing willing to part with your Sin, youu 
uſe this Plea of vunworthineſs to prevent 
formation, which you know mult be nah] 
to your being admitted to the Lord's Tap 
you muſt not indeed come to the Lords ly 1 
in your Sins, but you muſt Reform, pitt 
all Sin, //a. 55. 7. «Let the wicked far 
way, and the unrightgous man bu though 
turn unto the Lord, and he will have mani 
kim, So Ifa. 1. 16, 17, 18. 


4 
3. Nor are we to keep away fruaſf 
Lord's Table under a pretence of tt : 
worthineſs of others ; thus ſome nin 
come becauſe they are affraid ail tlutQecr 
have not Grace. But, © - x 
1. Either theſe Perſons you dillifÞs 
openly Scandalous, they have the ver7up 


| 


ning '. 

> the Lord's Supper. " 
our omg} Uoregeneracy upon them, and if ſo you 
in, dah cirefted by Chriſt what to do in this cafe, 
ur Spit, 18; 15, 16, 17. Go and tell him of it, 


| his Sin before him in the Spirit of Meek- + { 


x; and if the firſt Reproof gain him nor, 
Hyponiyh ir 2 ſecond time, and if that ſucceed not, 
you har) it the Church,s. e. the Rulers and Officers 
 Inte@tke Church, inavhoſe hands the Diſcipline 


ſts; an 
wing V2, You only ſuſpe& them to be Hypocrites, 
and mtYd Fer can prove nothing againlt rhem 3 Oh 
in, Jougſke heal of being too Cenſorious of Jvdging 
Wothers Heart, when you find it fo Crfticule 
Tag cored if we always put the beſt ConſtruQi- 
© upon the Words and ARtions of others, 
pitt. 7. 1, 2, 3, 4, $. Judge not tbat ye be ot 
need, Why beheldeft thou the IMote that ts in 
hougn\ Wh brothers eye, but conſagereſt not the Beam that 

" thy own eye, . 


$ 4. Nor is it warrantable to keep off from 
e Lord's Supper, becauſe we are firſt to give 
account to the Guides of the Church con- 
Ming our knowledge and fittneſs for the 
ament ; this is what ſome pretend, they 
ould” come, might they come hand over 
 F-%, andgive no account of their fitneſs for 
c1Ws Ordinance, Bat let ſuch: conſider, 

ery 
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y, undrYodp'd, thar they may deal with him. Or, * | 


0Þþ k"ow your own ; how much of this would- # 


1. This || 
th 
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1.This 1s nothing but what you your" 
are willing Lo do in another caſe; Arey 
- deſirous when you are ſick to let the Phigh | 
know your caſe ! yon are thea willing t t 
{wer ſ:ch queſtions as he ſhall ask ym} 
lating to the ſtate of your Bodies, you dh ; 
' thiak that one that knows got your at * 
adminiſter what is fit and proper for of 
And is it not moſt true and reaſon} 
* the caſe of your Souls 3 the Ordinance! 
Lord's Supper is not a Converting Ording 
- but only for Converted Believers, i e. 
as in the Judgment of Charity we hop 
1 "fo; andis it poſiible for us to judge wha 
{{ | yon have any Title or fittneſs for it wha 
will not come at us. ; 


2. What is that we require of you kf 
credible Profeſſion of Religion, a Compal 
knowledge of the Do&trins of the Goſpl 
Regular well-ordered Converſation! & 
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- $. Nor ovght any to keep away becall 

{ the frequent return of the Sacrament, | 

!5 tan ill fign when Perſons begin to bed 
| | | Oppertuaities for their Sonls, to loathll, 
{ 3 + Spiritual Manna ; we are to lay hold ag 
{ | {Oppertunities, and when we grow fla 

| | | weary of them *ris a ſad ſign we gotlithy. 
| | no good by them. 
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A Careleſs and Cauſleſs Negle& of this 
yourlh nance is a great Sin. ; 


RE 1's 2 fighting an Ordinance of God , 
in Fitat's very dangerous. All God's Ordl- 
k you $ 8 £0 be own'd and honour'd ; and 
yon df 09g 2 part of God's Inſtituted Wor- 
F :0d God commands you to come often , 
- for oljounever come, or very ſeldom, this muſt 
Cong 0* a great Sing Mat. 22. 1, and 13. 
__y 'Tisa Sin not to come to the Lord's Ta- 
- 7 o (aſe tis a lighting Jeſus Chriſt himſelf : 
ad bop t an was it in the Fews, to flight Ca- 
oe mit that was a Type of Feaven? Pſa). 106, 
* wha” Much more to ſlight Chriſt, Heb. 2.3, 
"4 ne eſcape if we negle? ſo great ſalwvati- 
| Inthis Ordinance Jeſus Chriſt his Death 
Wſierings is Repreſented to us 3 now, to 
ie Death, and trample under foot the 
of Chriſt, muſt needs be a great Sin. 


bectule the Negle@ of this Ordinance 
ents Sear Stupidity and Unacquaintance 
Ir own Hearts, 


i} Bat what are thoſe ſad EffeAs produ- 

q p Careleſs and Cauſeleſs Neglect of the 
upper, ; | 
wh a Negle& brings Temporal Judg- 
þ ſuch, as a Blaſt upon our Affairs, Sick- 
neſs, 


pot litth 


ws. IN Smear A 


LS 
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neſs, and Death-it ſelf : and this not onl 
the Ungodly, but the Saints themſelyg 
God threatens, Pal. 89. 32. When thy 
will viſ3t the® Iniquities with a Rod. Ti 
was With the Corinthians, 1.Cor, 11, y, 
Flue it ſignifies any Kind of Judgne! 
Puniſhment, either Temporal, Spirit! 
Eternal, in this Life, or that to come: | 
Corinthians were Sick, and many Deal, *; 
was for Contempt of the Lord's Sujjr i 
theſe are too often over-looked ; but, 


2, Such a Careleſs Neglett of th! 
Supper is oft attended with Spiritul) 
ments ; as, | 


1, For ſuch Nezle& God oft tikaf 
the Means of Grace from them, as / 
10, 11, 12, *Tis a Prophecy of the (nf, © 
of the Ten Tribes, for their Deſpiling8Per 
dinances of God, they lighted the! 
and behold they ſhall ſearch the Who 
* for a Prophet, but ſhall find none, - 

1 

2. For ſuch NegleAt God leaves to 
a Spirit of Giddineſs, to be led and tt 
Error of the Wicked ; or, they (am: 
their Lces again, loſe their Firj* Eun 
becauſe Lnke-warm, loſe their Hears WWritt 
tual Thinzs, as Rev. 2. 4. R29.3' hin, 


be, $9, £5. (0 
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"s the I ora” Supper. 107. 
ſee Eternal Judgments, 1 Cor. 11.29. Dam- 
1 thy $1 for him that eats and drinks unworthily : 
1. Tk may we not ſay, he that flights and 
11, 9, e&ts, alſo incurs Eternal Damnation. 

odawmen! 
Spiritu 
OMe: | 
Dead, 
Supper | 


whe Application. 


f the | 

iritul$ this fo, that ſuch as Careleſly. neglet : 
coming to the Lord's Table, incur great {| 

ſit, and Provoke God to Inflict upon them {| 

& Puniſhments ? 


Uſe, Shall be of Reproof to Four ſorts 4 
erſons, | 


1, This Reproves thoſe which look up- 
he Sacraments of the New Teſtament, to 
Pd Antiquated Ordinances, and of no uſe 
aves WF to Chriſtians : Are there not ſome who 
an thrown away both the New Teſtament 
y (Faments, under pretence of More Spiritval 
/+ Lpuaments ? Some will have no Baptiſm but 
earts WWiritual Baptiſm 5 nor no Supper, but a Feaſt 
27, 3\Þhin. *Tis indeed ſtrange, what ſuch can 
to ſay againſt Plain Goſpel Commands : 
B/ faith, Go, Baptize , Mat. 28. 20. Theſe 
+Þ.No Baptiſm, but that of the Spirit : and 
| that 


«a 34 a 
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that Holy Apeſtle, Paul, muſt be brow 
Pleading for them, 1 Cor. 14. 15, 17,0 

ſent menot to Baptize, but to Preach, &c, o 
Paul did Baptize ; and, had it not been 11 D 
vine Ordinance, he wonld nct have 

at all:But Baftiſm was not his Main his?q 
pal Work, but to Preach the Goſpel, &, | 


And then, as to the Lord's Supper ; thi 
poſtle tells ns, 1 Cor, 11, 26, That it is) 
forth the Lord's Death till be come , not if. 
come in the Spirit, as the Day of Pentunl ; 
ſome have weakly preteaded , but, tilk 
in the Clouds of Heave'i, to Judge the Qui 


the Dead at the Laſt Day. 


ſy 
4 


1 - 
C 


04) 


ett 


Secondly. This Reproves thoſe whid * 
and confeſs it tro be an Ordinance of (F ,, 
yet ſeldom or never come at it, nor Wig, 
God in it: What have ſach- to ſay forlÞ,p; 
ſelves ? they will own, that Chriſt llse, 
this Ordinance, and that it's a Duty tl, 
on Chriſt in it, 2nd yet never come at. 
never take take any care to Prepare} 
ſelves for it : Are not theſe Perſons very 
ty, and even ſelf condemned ? Read Mþ;;, 
Text, and Heb. 2. 3. How ſhall ne eſcdth; ic 
negled ſo great ſalvation. ord 


D 
Thirdly. This Reproves thoſe, Wif:e,, 
they do come, do it ſeldom, rarely, 


* the Tora's Supper. 09 


k. ih... 5 


r, or twice 2 Year, ferves their turns : 
Apoſtle Toit, We: n:ult come oftc;;, 1 Cor, 
\5, 3nd i © come jelJom, very ſeldom; 


N:gle& is a great Sin. 


COUP 
7, 
xc, 
en 1 


<a, thly. This Reproves thoſe who come, 
his tn e0i3.2 as oft, 25 the Tavle is Furniſh'd, bur 
& Þeiv a Carctc5s . 202DC z without Humble, 
for, an? Sclemn Preparation : O let ſuch 
"3, Wn hezr whit the poſe faith, 1 Cor.1n, 
WAP 77, chat cat2e and arinks unworthily, eates 
” Furinks Damnation, 


till 
e Quid 


! 
{ 


Il, Uſe of Exhor tation. 


x: me now ſpeak, in the Name of God, to 
y one of you ; 1f you have any deſire to 
kc of the Bleſſings of the Goſpel, or to a- 
the Judgments the Coutempt of God's 
or WFnznces will bring ; then I beſeech you 
y ItFrhis as a Serious Call from God to every 
Wifyou, to ſet about Serious and Solemn 
ary VBrrance, and Hearty Refermation ; and, as 
e Alves, Conſider, 
pare 
S TIF Without Serious Repentance, and Re- 
cad Wtion, the ſad eff2& prouvced by Sin, and, 
eſeatricular, this Sin of (Cweloſly NegleQing 
rd's Super, can never be removed, [fa. 
þ Lt the wicked forſais bis way, and the 
s WiYtecus 17an bis thoughts, and turn to the 
rely," Lord, 


whicl 


i 
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Lord, &c, Without this there can be nr 
of Mercy : You muſt Repent, and be(&or 
Hubled for every Sin ; and, in particu. 
this Sin of ſlighting this Bleſſed SupprjÞi} 
tr. 31. If we would judge our ſelves, i.e 

mine, Accuſe, Condemn, Find our ff, 1 
Condemn our Selves for it ; and for enfime 
all Iniquity far from us, Pſal, 119, 113, Fein 
$3; TO, 14. het 


- 2. You that Careleſly Negle& thi 
nance of rhe Lord's Supper, you neglet 
as well as this, this 1s not all you havetogþ 
your ſelves with ; you dare not comet 
Lord's Table, becauſe you Hear ſeldonþ 
ſeldom; or do, what you do in Religio 
leſly; not Hating Sin, not Examiniy 
own Souls. | 


3. Your Negle&t of this Ordinar 
ſad Sign there are ſome Sins you Love 
not willing to part with ; you have 
Senſe, as to know, if you come to thiÞvx 
nance, you muſt Reform ; therefore ui 
to your Darling Luſts, that keeps ju 
the Lord's Table. 


4. A Conſtant and Careleſs Nei 
Lord's Supper, proves you, in a greany 
ſtrangers to the ſtate of your Souls..VFam! 


know your Sins and your Wants, ju cx 
p, al 


ing the I ord's Supper. IT 


be noffþre , from time to time, to turn your 

d beon this Ordinance. 

rticuy. 

vpperiÞ this makes it too evident , that you 

5,6.» great Love to Religion, nor to Jeſus 

ur Sf, if you had, you durſt not from time 

or exfime Careleſly Neglect tha: Ordinance , 

113, Fein the Death and Satisfaction of Chr:{# 
her with his great Love in Dying for 

rs, is Repreſented and held out to us. 


; this 
pleat 
ve tot 
comet 
Idon 


Nor do you ever Seal to your Baptiſm , 
ou come to the Lord's Table ; In Baptiſm, 
ter into Covenant, and, at the Lord's 
we renew that Covenant; now, to keep 
1g101From the Lord's Supper from time to time, 
iniogs, as if we did Repent of our firſt entring 
F Covenant , and refuſe to Renew our 
nant with God. 
Inant 
oveaind therefore Jet mie earneſtly perſwade 
ve i, to prepare your ſelves in an Humble, 
 thiWvs manner, for the Lord's Table ; miſtake 
e Wiſfot, I am not perſwading you to come 
S ja over head, to come in vour Sins ; but, to 
are to come, to labour to fit your ſelves 
his Ordinance ; and that you may come 
pletWe Lord's Table Comfortably, 
at 0 
 |Fcamin your ſelves, 1 Cor. 11, 28, Let a 
jap examn bimſelf\ and ſo let him cat of that 
p, and drink of that cup, Now thre are 
Five 


7% 4 
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Five Thinzs we muit c:refully El 
ſelves about, and 1:29ur to find inal 
in order to 'Oour Comtortable Cong | 
Lord's Table. 


1. We mult hive Knowledre to 
the Lord's Body, JI, 24,36 \k 
know the Nature, End and Uk g 
cramental Elements ; aad4 how eſs 
and the Benefits of his Death, is if 
Repreſented, and Sealed thereby, 


2, We muſt Examine our Faith 
ther we Believe in Chriſt, and, ( 
Feed on him, 2 Cor. 15. Examine 
whether you be in the F, ith , CC. 


not. 2 bare Belicfe of the Ariides' 

That Chriſt is the Son of God, the Sai 
World : Devils and Ungodly Sinnen! 
that ; but, it mnſt be Auch a Fat 
fies the Heart, Acts 15. 9, atd 
Love. 


3, We muſt Examine our ſelrsþ 
ing our Repentance ; A Loathing of? 
our Selves for it , Zech. 12, 10, WF" 
pentance is a Mourning for Sin ; i 
ing of Sin, = a Turning from 
God, 1/a. 55. 


4. Another Thing to be Enquird 1 


ning F the Lord's Supper. 113 } 


ly AY der to your Coming to the Loyd's Ta- 
d in of is, Whether you Truly and Sincerely 
Coniale. God , Jeſus Chriſt, and God's Peo- 
T Cant. 1. 1. Shew me , O thou whom my 
 veth , Ads 2. 45, 47. 1 Cor, 19: 
dre 1 17: 
29. if! 
vit: Ml New and Sincere Obedience to the 
7 Cor. 6. 7, 8. ' Purge out therefore 
is 0d Leven, that you may be a New Lump, 


}, 


FailzThis is what you are earneſtly to beg of 
nd, aſd to give, and when you find your Hearts 
ninewd$d Lives thus prepared , as that you can but 
> 1M, inSincerity , Thar you hate all Sin, and 
e of off nilling to leave it, And you do Sincere- 
Sarah deſire to Believe in the Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
nneqWngcting and Thirſting after Union, Come 
$0100, and Likeneſs with him, and ro him, 

& 55-1. Mat. 5.6. When you can Love 

Wit Enemies heartily, Forgive, and Patient- 

NF fordear Injuries, at. 5. 23, 24. Mourn- 

Ws for Secret Sins, Vain Thovghts, Dead- 
$5, Lukewarmneſs, and Indifferency in 

, gion; and Reſolving to Live the reſt 
- 1 Jour Days to the Honour and Glory of 
n 49, then may you come Comfortably ta 

Lord's Table, 


ind This you are to do Speedily,, Delays are 
| F j Dan- 


- 
9 2 
- is 
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| Dangerous ; you are not to keep off 
the Lord's Table becauſe you are 
but do as Commanded , Ifa. 55, 1: 1! 
Wicked forſake his way , and the Uni 
Man his thoughts, and turn to the Lird || 
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10 THE 
| Chriſtian Reader. 


bl 1 $ great Pity, thatſo many, otherwiſe 
Z Well-me:ning Chriſtians , ſhould yet 
have a Prejudice againſt Singin 
Palms, Hymns, and Spiritnal Songs , wit 
Comjoyned Voices in Publick Aſsemblies 1 Wheye- 
'4s it has always been the Practice of the Church | 
of God, both under the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, Chriſt Sung at kis Laſt Supper, Mat. 
[2 30, And St. Pavl plainly Commands it to 
Chriſtians, That with Conjoyned Foices they Sing 
God's Praiſe, Col. 3.16, And Enſebius Wite 
ſes, 0ut of Philo Judeus, lib. 2. Cab. 18.” That 
te Primitive Chriſtians made Grave Canticles 
md Hymns unto God, in a more Sacred Rime , | 
of every kind of Metrc and Verſe. The Hea- 
| thens Reproached them. with it , That they uſed 
[to Riſe before Day, and Meet to Sing Aymns to 
Chriſt. They that deny it, Deprive themſelves | 
of much Sweet Communion the Saints Enjoy in it, 
For my own Part, 1 would not give up this Ordi- 
nance, nor Loſe the Comfort it brings for. a whole 
World, The Obje&tions againſt it are very weak ;, 
for, ſuppoſe every Paſsape in a Pſalm may not a= 
E 3 gree | 


To the Reader, &&c. 


(gree to my p.rticular Caſe, yet it's True of 
| Perſons, or Jes, of whom it 1s Related; ay 
e-7 te Reww and Sung, as a Hiſtory of G6lf 
LG crrfous Deal: ngs with others 5 and many ſuh 
j Sow As® AY j« *#47t: We T Applic. th le to Ouy ſein 
$02 12 Ie amwa7ts if we underſtood them Spirits 
Elly. Ic ry: I am chiefly for Scripture Plalny > 
[24 "7 1t put 0 th -jþ Hymns of Praiſe , apreeny 
Erith Sciipture, as 1 hope theſe following do, my | 
| PEG tbe he uſe : If any diſlike them, they af 
-10 let them alone, And if ever I uſe any of thm| 
F at the Lord's Table, it ſhall be with Uniniſ[i 
Conſent of every one : 'The Lord: Tune our Heat: 


|| as well as Voices, to this ſweet Duty. Som 
| kim, who 4 zncerely deſires your Salvation, 
A 
| 
| M8. | 
| ſy" 
| | 
Vies 
- — ==" Fe 
y | 
Gy 
th 


Sacramen 


of th 


1; a 


F Gul 


ny ſud 
' felon 


Sporithe) 
ts Sacramental Hymns. 


preeny 

10, my 

of the 

wrſil | 

Hei I, 

0 Fra Oft Glorious God and King, 
Our Hearts to thee well Raiſe, 
And joyfully we'll Sing, 
To thee ſweet Songs of Praiſe 3 

| For thou haſt given 

[y an dear Son, Man to become, 

Sent down from Heaven, 


. 


| 2; 
| 


Wien we, thro” Adam's Fall, 
ere quite undone by Stn ; 
y Wrath was on us all : 
Grace thou didſt begin 
To ſhew us Light, 
th Riſing Sun, our Chriſt God- Man, 
Which now ſhines bright. 


———_—_— 


net: F' 4 


This 


NOISE we mn 


ee a ne en nos 
. + —a_ _ _— —_— 
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3. 2M 
This Dayes Stay from Above, 
Into this Dark World came ; 
Twas meerly Grace and Love | 
Caus'd bim to 'do the ſame : 

Oh let's Rejoyce, 
An all our days, let's Sing his Praiſe 

H'ith Chearful Voice, 


4+ | Col 


Fl:ft Angels ftand Amaz'd, 

To hear him Groan and Cry ; 

T heir Wondering Thoughts are rais'd 

To ſee him Bleed and Dye. | 
Earth Quakes for Fear, 

Sun hides bis Light, from Human Sight, \0u 
The Rocks Rent weve. 


i 
To God All Glory be, 


Who gave his Son to Death, 


And thereby makes us Free 
From Sin, from Hell, from Wrath. 
Let's loudly Sing, 
Sweet Pſalms of Praiſe, to Him always, 
Who is our King. 


Hymn 


| 


| 


| 


, 


Ang, in our Room, for our Juſt Doom, 


Fe ſtole the Fruit ; and, by our Sin, 
[Deſern”d the Miſery we were in : 


Cent Aid at Need » and we were Freed 


Sacramental Hymns. 


Hymn II. 


[nts PIrath © abide, or it avoid ; 


_ Execution Day drew nigh, 
61d Gractouſly look'd from on Hiph, 


I, 


E all in Sin were Concetv'd, 
And ſo, by Nature, Blind and Dead: 
Power we had none 


Al Help was gone. 


2, 


And down did ſlide ; 
VVas Crucifyd, 


2. 


He, from Abvve, 


By his meer Love. 


Sacramental Hymns, 


| 4. 
| Behold! Vhat Grace and Mercy's here ? 

i That we, who, by Nature, were | 
| Children of VYrath, 

F Should Saved be, and ſo ſet free 


By Chriſt his Death. ( 
b 
” F 


' Les Saints and Angels all Amire , 
Tea, let my Soul be ſet on fire 


VrVith Flaming Love ; Vi 

And therein I would live and dye Oy 

| | VVith Chrylt A: ovc. [Th 

f 4 
I 6, 


Vi bat Glorious Grace is this to me, 
That by his Deaty I am mage free - 

All Glory thn 4h 
Be to my King, I'll ever Sing 
His Praiſe, Amen. 
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? Hymn HI. 


| 
x; \ 


Lord our God, How Creat's thy Love 
To us, of Adams Lapſed Race, 

vis haſt Deſcended from Above, 

Fir to Enrich our Souls with Grace. 


2, 


VVhen we, by Sin, did alienate 

Our Souls from Thee, and every Good , 
Then didſt thou pity our. Eſtate, 

And gaveſt Chriſt to ſhed bus Blood. 


—— 


3. 

VV ho, rather than that we ſhould Dye, 
And never ſee thy Bleſſed Face, 

Did ebuſe himſelf in Death to iy, 

| That us, from Death, he up might raiſc. 


- 

ACurſe for Sin we merited ; 
Thou mad ſt him an accurſed thing : . 
| We meritted Death, lo, be is Dead, 


1 19 His bitter Death ſweet Life doth bring, 


ry 
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[ $. 
| We all in Sins Red-Gore did lye, 

* Fit for th' Infernal Lake and Pit ; 

- Chriſt *dur'd a Bloody Agony 

' Tn the Garden, Clotted Blood did Sweat, 


6, 


| His Soul was ſorronful to death ; 

# His Body Torn and 5acrific'd, 

That we might draw in Heavenly Breath, 
8 nd be with Chriſt Immortalizd. 


| T- 
| Let's bave a Taſt of that Sweet Love 


k Thou to Redeemed Ones doſt pive, 
' And quickly take us up Above, 


= 


Pp 
|' That we, with thee, may ever Live. 
f 8. 

| Al Glory, Honour, Thanks and Praiſe 
't To Chriſt, who Dyed on the Tree : 


+ And let us bleſs his Name always, 
# Both ow and to Eternity. 


| 


oe 


1 
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Hymn LV. 


I, 


Hat Love Profound, in Chriſt is found, 
VN To Adam's Lapſed Race ? 
God's Dear Son, ſhould Man become, 
freeſ> Richeſt Grace. 
Angels Bleſt, and Souls at Reſt, 
bew this could be ; 
God Moſt High, for Love, ſhould Dye, 
a Curſed Tree. 


So 


Man, for Sin, was almoſt in 
leſs and Endleſs Woe, 

wry near Eternal Fire, 

i Flaming Wrath alſo : 

\ for our ſake, did undertake 
Wear God's Fierceſt Wrath, 

dal the Sins, that we were in, 

| Expiate by his Death. 


£ 
bore that Wrath, and Dyd that Death 
due to us for / in, 


IV, abs be migt ſe us free, 
a for us Glory Win. 


iN 

_— 
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For our fins all, both great and ſmall, 
Hle a full Price bath ; given, 

And bath thereby, ſet us on high, 
Within the View of Heaven. 


4. 
Ob let us hate, and *bomminate 
Sin, which caus'd him to Dye ; 


My Voice Ill raiſe to him in Praiſe, Dy 
To all Eternity. end 
For evermore let us Adore ut G1 
Chriſt our Redeemer then, th us 


And Foyfully him Magnif) y 
For Evermore, Amen, 


Hymn V. As P/al. 1þþ# 


lk 
H Praiſe the Lord, him Praiſe, 
Let's now {ing to bis Name : x 
Let Saints and Angels both always 
For ever do the ſame, 


2. 


His only Son he gave 

For us to Bleed and Dye 
Tha he, all ſuch, from Hell might ſar 
<p by Faith, to bim do fly. 


6 | Sacramental Hymns. 


Jo 

b His ſufferings were 

f bitter, He ſubmitted ; 

i willingly did chuſe to Dye, 
t ne might be Acquitted. 


4- 
Dy9, but Roſe again, 
ending up on Fligh, | 
a Grace and. Mercy might remain 
th us Eternally. 


of 
e by His Death, Revive, 
im the Laws Condemnation ; 
1, by his Spirit, are made Alive, 
 Mhoning bis Salvation, 


| 6. 
s Fleſh is Bread indeed ; 
Ws Blood Celeſtial Y Vine : 
) Faith on him we ſweetly feed 3 
hs Comforts are Divine, 


T 
Wmour and Glory then 
0 this Bleſk Lamb we give ; 
ell /ing bis Praiſe, and cry, Amen, 
' Him, while here we Live, 


Hymn VT. 


bo 


iy 
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Hymn VI. As P/al. 11þ1 


Lory to God and Chriſt, our King; 
His chearfull Praiſe now let us ſn; 
F'Vbo bath on us look'd from on High , 
Our Chriſt, who is the Lamb of God, 
Hath the // Vine preſs of bis VVrath trod; 
And, for us, did come'down and Dye, 


His Holy Name now let us Praiſe, 
4nd Magnify His Love allways ; 


That fag would ſuch things indure, 


As to be Born, to Bleed and Dye ; 
And, im the Grave, three Days to lyt, 
That to us Life He might make ſure. 


Such Grace and Love asthis, we're ſure 
Vas not ſecn, or heard of before : 
*Tis Love and Grace, beyond all bounds, 
That God ſhould give, for ſinners good, 
His Son to Dye, and of his Blood + 
A Balſame make, to heal our VFounds, 


I 
* 29% v1 + 
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caints and Angels now allways 

ther with us ſing God's Praiſe, 

t us raiſe our Thankful Yorce 
' this Great God, and Chriſt our Kring, 
\ LIfe allways Hallaluja's /ing ; 

Jin bis Love and Grace Rejoyce, 


— — 


ymn VII. As Pſal. 148. 


TE Holy Angels Bright, 

That wait about God's Throne, 

wing fulleſt ſight 

that Eternal One, 
God's Praiſes ſing, 

bath from Heaven, a Saviour given, 
Jeſus our King. 


Bleſsed Souls Zbowe, 
(Þ ſee your Saviour*s Face, 
iſe God for his great Love, 
bis Redeeming Grace ; 
 VFVVhereby you are 
quit and clear, from ſin and fear, 
By your Saviour. 


 PBlfeed Saints bim Praiſe, 
vich yet below are found ; 
Lion's Sons allways 

Holy Praiſes ſound - 
_ Yea, all the Earth, 

S Great King high Praiſes ſin; 
With nes — " 


i 130 


Ay Thankfull Soul Adore 
This Glorious Majeſty ; 
Triumph thu erermore 
In this Great God inoft Ht: 1 
To Him draw nigh, 


Aud ever 11ve 
His Name Mgr. 
Eternally, 
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Hymn VI:.. 


For the GOSPEL 


Ur Souls, with Joy, do Mcg:/y 
Jehovah, our Great King , 

Becauſe the Lord gives us his Word, 
Ve Praiſe him for this thing ; 
While Thouſands yet in Darkneſs /it, 
Havino no Goſpel-light : 
Our deareſt Lord doth us afford 
Sweet V iſfions, clear and bright. 


Lord, we will Praiſe thy Name always, 
For Gof] pel-Irght now pre; 7 

And bun: bly ; Pray, that $y 877 'ord may 
Raiſe up our hearts to Feaven. 

In this ſams hour, ſoine (uickning Power 
In ty 'Nord let us jind. 

O cauſe increaſe of Light and Peace” 

In our ſin-darkened Mind. 
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wts unvail, our eyes unſcale, 
our ſelves this day, 
wed we bave of Chriſt, to ſave, 
iſt to us diſplay : 
this Glaſs of Goſpel- Grace 
Glory we do view. 
from Above, ſhed down thy love, 
ouls in Grace renew, 


bran IX. As P/al.113. 


wh For the Lord's Day. 


LL Glory be to God above, 
V/ho, out of bis meer Grace and Love, 
given us this day of Reſt, 
en we do Commemor ate, 
Wh of our Redemption great, 
for this end this dav hath bleſt, 


ks ever magnify 
i Love, who once for $:1 did dye, 
A this day from Death did riſe : 
$ he once our Sins did bear, 
j/ Pheus in bis Reſt to ſhare, 
$4 with Celeſtial joys. 


\ 
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' He doth a weekly 7 (avket keep, 

[And feeds us like a Flock of Sheep, ac 
Under his ſhaddow we ſit down, us 
Feeding with joy upon his word, 
V'bich doth both Life and Light afford; pre 
He doth our Souls with mercy Crown, 


All Konour, Glory, Thanks, and Praiſe, 14 . 
To our Redeemer be always, 

VV ho now ts with his Glory Crowy'd , 
Communicate to us this day, 


Some' Beams of Lipht and Love we "4 
r 


/ 


Let Grace and Love in us abound, 
- W 


will 


Hymn X. 
ny 


Another for the Lord's-Dap [tie 


Raiſe waiteth on thy Holy Name, þiy 
Thy Saints will ever do the ſamt; 
Thi day of Reſt, 
( They dearly love and will improve ) 
I Phich thou haſt bleſt. 


Chriſt walts this day amongſt bis Saint, 
Hears all their groans and their complai 

Botles their Tears, r 
And then his Love and Bowels mo, Y , 
To eaſe their Fears, 
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adors to us he ſends, 


us know that be 1s friends, 


That ſo we may, 


- prejoyce with joyful Voice, 


Both night and day. 


kay's a day of Floly Reſt, 


iſt tb our Redeemer for us bleſt ; 


2 | 


Tho he mas flain, 


iy from th Gr.ave,our Sou's to fave, 


He roſe azain, 


r and Glory now ts due, 
who dath our Souls renew, 
VPith L.ove Divine, 
pil this day, his Grace diſplay, 
And on us ſhine, 


Wy now and evermore, 

tbe Lamb of God therefore ;, 

VFell all our days, 

ur complamts, and with his Saints, 
VI&l ſing bis Praiſe, 


—————_—— 


Hymn XI. 


mln Another for the Lord-Day. 


g! Lord, who dy d, was Cruciſy'd, 


K for Sinners he was Slain ; 
j0 be bleſs, this day of Reſt, 
be Roſe again. 


—_—_—_ 


ono gs hes MED - 
G WW <4 ay 
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His Saint-like Sheepyhis fold muſt key, I 
He'll there for them provide, 

Tho” Paſtors feed. them at their need, 
Himfelf-will Ie t\: ir Guide, 


He will us g41-, ſweet Streams befide, 
And in tnoſe Pa*ures green, 

PV Viercin bis Saints, ſupply their wants, PH 
There jhall his Grace be ſeen, 7 


A feaſt of V Vine, ſweet Truths Divi, | joy 
Of VVater, Milk and —_ 
This day 1s offer'd, and by Chriſt profinl | 


VVithnut price, worth or money, whe 

Mart) 
All Glor 'y we, L.0:d grove to thee, han 
For making ſuc! 2 Proviſion, My 1 


For thy pooy Saints , whereby their want, | 
Are bury 'd in i rention. 


Our Suudls ye joyce to heay thy Voice, Wn 

"Tis '\uſtck from on= bigh ;, # 
VVell ever Praiſe thy Name always, 1 our 
Now and. Eternally. 


Let us this day, we humbly pray, RFLind 
A weeks Proviſion ſtore, ks be 
Let now be given a pledge of Heavin. y' fo 
Jehovah we Adore, mn th 


Hymn 
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Hymn þ.% | 


For the Lord's-Day. AS 7/al. 100. 


'F 

ts, Pe Lord made all Things in {1x days, 
The ſeventh 1ay he therefore bleſs, 
all bis Saints is Name migot Praiſe, 
wm, Þ joy upon that day of reſt. 


of | 4. R 
when the Lamb of C'od came down, 
darifice bymfelf and dye, 


chang'd the day, and ſet the Crown, 
Ir Lord's-day, exalting high. 
ants, 


| Ze 

day the Queen of days to be, 
 Femne muſt Commemorate, 

glorious Grace, that made us free, 
ys, W our forelorn and wretched tate. 


4. 
Lird was born and Crucify'd, 
be ſuffer d Death and Pain, 

0 po for us he bled and dy'd, 
mn this day he roſe again. 


7 
1” 
# 
* 
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* 
bi 


5. 
This day to us he doth impart, | 
Both Manna, Milk and Spiced: Wik 
V Vhich Wine makes us rejuyce in beart, 
Flts Oyl doth make our faces ſhine, % 


6, 


Sweet Halelujahs now we'll ſing, 4 
To God Redeemer of his Saints, . # 
All Glory be to Chriſt our King, 3 
who ſtill in love ſupplies our wants, | 
RY 7. ; 
Our Riſcn Saviour's now ſat down, 
At God's right hand for evermore, 
He will our Souls with favour Crown, 
1 balſt we at bis Footſkoel Adore, 


